2 FOUNDATIONS: ROCK OR SAND?

 

Foundation in simple terms could be expressed as a base able to bear or carry upon it the load to stand, or be of support. It is the most important factor for any permanent structure.

In order to successfully build a physical or spiritual house, a well laid specific foundation is of utmost importance and an essential necessity for the builder.

Physical House:  A person may choose to build on the foundation of: 

Sand – This is loose, weak, unreliable and unstable, collapsible, extremely movable and perishable. 

Rock – This is solid, extremely strong, reliable and stable, in-collapsible, immovable and imperishable [like modern day concrete- foundation]. 

 Of course, no sane person would want to build on Sand, but on the contrary, on a solid Rock foundation that would last a lifetime.

 “Therefore whosoever heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them, I will liken him unto a wise man, which built his house, and digged deep, and laid the foundation on a Rock: and the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and the stream beat vehemently upon that house and could not shake it; and it fell not: for it was founded upon a Rock.

 And every one that heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them not, shall be likened unto a foolish man, which built his house, upon the Sand: and the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and against which the stream did beat vehemently upon that house; and it fell: and great was the fall and ruin of it.”

 Both builders had built their house according to what truly represented in their lives. The difference was not noticeable from the outside, but it was from the inside. The greatest difference in the specifications and the way they built their foundation came to light only after the fall! The most tragic difference between them is in their final destinies! But when building a physical house, you have only one chance to truly build with the right foundation, and so also for the spiritual house: you have only one mortal life to build on the right foundation! 

 

Spiritual House: “Except the LORD build the house, they labor in vain that build it. God is the Rock - His work is perfect: a God of truth and without iniquity, just and right is He.” So… “Why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things which I say?” Therefore, parallel to the Physical House, it is also vital to look at the two foundations that affect the Spiritual House – 

 SAND [Self and Religion] - Self builds on Religion or Religion builds on self!

 ROCK [God and His Word] - God builds on man, and man builds on God’s Word!

 

Are you building to please ‘self’ or God?

A person may choose to build on the Sandy foundation of Self and Religion, foolishly ending up destroyed, or, wisely on the everlasting solid Rock foundation of God and His Word. 

A glimpse of building a house of sand could be imagined like this:

Sand: Self builds his house of life with a blue-print of self-will and self-centeredness in everyway. Its base rests in pride on its own religious or spiritual profession or belief; and on self-confidence and assumptions of its own mind, rather than on the only true foundation of God and His Word. Pride and deceit doesn’t allow “self” to cry out to God: “Lead me to the rock that is higher than I.”  And so he has no actual understanding of what life is truly about, resulting into a shallow, superficial, and worldly life: ignorant and falling short of a true and Godly life.

Self has less or no regard of obedience to God and His Word, but stands on self wisdom about good and evil. Like shifting sand, it walks after the flesh in the lust of uncleanness, and sinful nature, manifesting the works of carnality: “adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness, idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies, envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such like. The carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be. So then they that are in the flesh [self] cannot please God.” And when the storms of judgment blows from the righteousness of God in His purity and holiness, it will justly beat such a Selfish house with it’s foundation to fall and ruin of it! 

For the foundation and life of the Sand House is also constructed on “self codes and ordinances” and continues to build on loose opinions, unreliable beliefs, unstable wills, extremely movable attitudes, mixed with the deception of religion and its rituals and ceremonies, and watered with feelings, experiences, visions and superstitions, mystical, or spiritual “highs”. It furnishes its own collapsible knowledge and truth, culture and tradition, and borrows some even from the world. It covers with the weak attraction of easy ways, to quickly achieve the end of it by taking the shortest possible route. It paints the perishable colors of pleasure and satisfying self, and even indulges under the disguise of religion; or puts on a mask of spirituality, rather than what is actually right and true. Eventually, when the storm of judgment of God comes against it, such a house built on the foundation of Sand falls… and great will it fall, destined to everlasting destruction. 

Storms are the inescapable tests the house of every human life will face!
O Sandy Self, why is it that “of the Rock that begat thee thou art unmindful, and hast forgotten God that formed thee? What? Know ye not that your body is [purposed to be] the temple of the Holy Spirit…and ye are not your own? For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit [house], which are God's. Be built upon…the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the chief corner stone; in whom all the building fitly framed together groweth unto a holy temple in the Lord: In whom ye also are builded together for an habitation of God through the Spirit.”

Are you the house which hath foundations whose builder and maker is God? Are you laying up in store for yourself a good foundation against the time to come, that you may lay hold on eternal life?

Of course, no sane person would want to build on Sand but on the contrary, on a solid Rock foundation, that lasts for all eternity? “Nevertheless the foundation of God standeth sure, having this seal; the Lord knoweth them that are His.”

A glimpse of building a house on rock could be imagined like this:

Rock - God builds our house of life with a blue-print of His Word and Himself in everyway. “For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ. Neither is there any Rock like our God. For who is God, save the LORD! For in the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God [Jesus]…and became flesh, and dwelt among us.” It is written: “The LORD is my rock, and my fortress, and my deliverer; The God of my rock; my strength, in Him will I trust: He is my shield, and the horn of my salvation, my high tower, and my refuge, my savior; thou savest me from violence.” He is the Sustainer of the house so that the house can weather any storm. So, who is a Rock, save our God?

 

Therefore, let every man take heed how he buildeth…!
The Wise man laid the foundation upon the bedrock of God and His Word. He acts in confidence with a mind set to obedience; faith and trust in God rather than self, religion, or the wisdom and explanation of the world. The Wise Man seeks God and pursues to know His will and revelation from His Word. He believes, receives and becomes a doer of God’s Word. He builds on the solid opinion of God: reliable hope, stable trust, and extremely immovable faith; mixed with truth, promises, assurance and prayer. He is watered with grace, mercy, power and sanctification. He is furnished with strong redemption, righteousness, renewed spirit, soul, heart and mind; and covered with imperishable salvation and justification. He is colored with infallible love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, and temperance! Eventually, withstanding any kind of storm against it, the house built on the solid Rock stands… in the abundant life of God, destined to everlasting life. 

 

Whether one’s self, religion or relationship with God is true or false - one day, it is going to be tried!

The Rise or Fall of the house and its foundation depends solely on the expertise of the Engineer, and the type of soil where the foundation needs to be built on. Therefore, good and experienced builders will advice that the right and best way to evade a mishap in laying the foundation is by appointing an Expert Structural Engineer. He would examine the site and the condition of the soil, which is very crucial [Apart from building-site approvals; cleared trees, debris; site-leveling; taking other needed measures and planning before building a solid foundation]. 

 

Is the site of your life leveled and cleared of trees and debris of sins? 

“For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God.” Yet, anyone can be cleansed and be forgiven by God. The Lord promises: “I will cleanse…! Though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool. Jesus was wounded for our transgressions; He was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon Him; and with His stripes we are healed… that through His name whosoever believeth in Him shall receive remission of sins.”  But if we ignore the debris, and if we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
 

Who is the Engineer of your life? 

Jesus is the only Way, and the Truth, and the Life - the true Builder and Expert Engineer, who sees and knows everything: for there is nothing hidden or secret before Him. He is Omniscient, Omnipotent and Omnipresent, and has laid the foundations of the earth - “all things were made by Him; and without Him was not any thing made that was made. The world is made by Him, and the world knew Him not.”  For by Him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were created by Him, and for Him: and He is before all things, and by Him all things consist. In whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.

 

So…What is the type and condition of soil in your heart? 

The following parable will be a mirror to the condition of your heart:

 “Behold, a sower went forth to sow; and when he sowed, some seeds fell by the way side, and the fowls came and devoured them up:

Some fell upon stony places, where they had not much earth: and forthwith they sprung up, because they had no deepness of earth: And when the sun was up, they were scorched; and because they had no root, they withered away. 

And some fell among thorns; and the thorns sprung up, and choked them: 

But other fell into good ground, and brought forth fruit, some a hundredfold, some sixtyfold, some thirtyfold.” 

 
O Heart, understand ye therefore the parable of the sower:

“When any one heareth the word of the kingdom, and understandeth it not, then cometh the wicked one, and catcheth away that which was sown in his heart. This is he which received seed by the way side.

But he that received the seed into stony places, the same is he that heareth the word, and anon [soon] with joy receiveth it; Yet hath he not root in himself, but dureth for a while: for when tribulation or persecution ariseth because of the word, by and by he is offended. 

He also that received seed among the thorns is he that heareth the word; and the care of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches, choke the word, and he becometh unfruitful. 

But he that received seed into the good ground is he that heareth the word, and understandeth it; which also beareth fruit, and bringeth forth, some an hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty.”

The heart that hath ears to hear let it hear and understand!

Just as there are measures needed to be taken before building a solid foundation, so also for having a good fertile soil. 

 

Is the pathway of your heart opened to God and His Word? 

Jesus said: “If a man love Me, he will keep My words: and My Father will love him, and We will come unto him, and make our abode with him…the words that I speak unto you, they are Spirit, and they are life.” He that is of God heareth God's words: that He might sanctify and cleanse it [heart] with the washing of water by the word, that He might present it to Himself…not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish. Also, faith cometh by hearing the word of God, and Jesus said: He that heareth My word, and believeth on Him that sent Me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is passed from death unto life. 

 

Have you removed the pebbles and the thorns, for a good plowed fertile soil? 

Jesus said: “If I wash thee not, thou hast no part with Me.” For out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, and blasphemies: but Christ died for our sins…loved us, and washed us from our sins in His own blood. For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. Greater love hath no man than this that a man lay down his life for his friends. So if we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. Lo, turn back… repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. As far as the east is from the west, so far hath He removed our transgressions from us.” He says: “I have blotted out…thy transgressions and... thy sins: return unto me; for I have redeemed thee.” 

 

Is the soil of your heart bearing fruit? 

Jesus said: He that abideth in Me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without Me ye can do nothing. If a man abides not in Me, he is cast forth as a branch, and is withered; and men gather them, and cast them into the fire, and they are burned. And he that believeth not the Son shall not see life; but the wrath of God abideth on him. If thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised Him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. For God sent not His Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through Him might be saved.

 

Is your house and foundation in ruins? 
The Lord promises: I will build again the ruins. Again I will build thee, and thou shall be built… for thy dwelling forever. For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast. Jesus is able to bring to life even what is dead just as He has assured and proved: “I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in Me, though he were dead, yet shall he live: And whosoever liveth and believeth in Me shall never die. Believest thou this?”
Hope and Promise: Jesus is the Eternal Sustainer!

“Cast thy burden upon the LORD, and He shall sustain thee: He shall never suffer the righteous to be moved! For the LORD preserveth the faithful, for our good always, and forsaketh not His saints [saved sinners], that He might preserve us alive; but the seed of the wicked shall be cut off. He keepeth the paths of judgment, and preserveth the way of his saint, forever. And the Lord shall deliver…from every evil work and will preserve…unto His heavenly kingdom: to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen.”   

 

Thank God, He is the Expert Engineer, and the True builder, who is able to re-build what we have messed up in building!  

Jesus said: Surely I come quickly... Let not your heart be troubled... ye believe in God, believe also in Me. In My Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto Myself; that where I am, there ye may be also. 

 

I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by Me. 

For the day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the night, and the Lord Himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord. “But…he that rejecteth Me, and receiveth not My words…the same shall judge him in the last day.”

 A Good Reminder:

 Storms are the inescapable tests the house of every human life will face! 

 Whether one’s self, religion or relationship with God is true or false - one day, it’s going to be tried!

 If you desire that God build your spiritual house so that you can continue to be build on God’s Word, then feel free to pray:

 

Dear Heavenly Father, you are the only true God and Rock. I confess to you that I am a sinner and I have sinned against you and against others. Please forgive me for my sandy house and foundations, as I repent and receive Jesus into my heart. I believe He died in my place for all of my sins, and that Jesus is the Rock foundation to eternal life. Please grant me the promise and assurance of your Holy Spirit, and take control over my life as my Lord, God and Savior. Let your word be a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path. I ask and pray this in Jesus name. Amen!  

 

 

 

Following topics also available:

Lust: Rise & Fall on Temptations.

Repent: A Call of Love.

Two Masters: God or Mammon?

Redemption: Salvation By Sacrifice.

Sheep: Lost or Found?

Life After Death?

Sin: Illusion or Fact? 
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