TWO MASTERS: GOD OR MAMMON?

MASTER: A person, a thing, a belief, or even a religion, that controls or becomes the head and authority over someone or something. Such a master employs the follower or supporter, to devotedly perform duties or services, to achieve or fulfill its purpose.

Everyone always makes a choice, about whom or what to serve, that would influence and exercise authority to master over that person: Being God, self, religion, others, worry, lust, etc. The “master” you choose to serve will shape you; and also mould and reflect its character in you!

It’s not possible to serve 2 Masters. Even a man or a woman cannot successfully share and serve two spouses at the same moment, or time. Nor a body with two heads can function in oneness and in order, just like a household, a community, or even a nation with two heads. Otherwise there would be chaos, eventually, leading to destruction. 

“No man can serve two masters:

 for either he will hate the one, and love the other; 

or else he will hold to the one, and despise the other.          

 Ye cannot serve God and mammon [money].”

To his own master he standeth or falleth! You will serve selflessly or selfishly! Who or what is “mastering” over your heart [life]? For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also! 

We need to have an understanding about the Masters: God, God and Money, and Money, for they don’t lead to the same path.  In the same way, ye cannot drink the cup of the Lord, and the cup of devils: ye cannot be partakers of the Lord's Table, and of the table of devils.

God is always God and He will always remain God. Whether anyone accepts and believes it or not - He is the MASTER of all Masters! In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth. All things were made by Him; and without Him was not any thing made that was made. He was in the world, and the world was made by Him. And as many as received Him, to them gave He power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on His name: which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.

 When God is the Master the Spirit that leads is of God. The path of God is strait, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life. “I AM the LORD thy God…thou shalt have no other gods [master] before Me. Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or any likeness of any thing that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. Thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor serve them. For One is your Master!”

Money is only an authorized medium of exchange and will always remain a mean of exchange. Yet it is just one of the devil’s bait used to lure a person in exchange to be a Master over the soul of his prey! When money is the Master, the spirit that leads is of the Devil! He is the designer and maker of the wide path; and broad is his way, that leadeth to destruction and many there be which go in thereat. The devil lurks in disguise of Money and offers its false and deceptive splendors of power, possession and position. In opposition to God, he has constructed the broad way to tempt and enslave “every one possible”, by widening his path in acceptance of pride, self, false religion and beliefs, lies, lusts, hatred, greed and other sinfulness, in exchange of becoming a lucrative Master over their souls. Eventually, ends up devouring its servants! 

God and Money:  There are people who try to choose “Both” as their Master!

For example, if a person would choose to worship a god / goddess of wealth as a Master, then he will physically end up serving and worshiping money and riches. And so the kind of service attitude you have in your spirit, so will it also reflect and manifest in your life physically, as a priority. Under the disguise of religion, the unseen Master directs and determines whom and what the servant will serve physically and spiritually.

Similarly, there are such religious hypocrites who try to serve two different Masters unsuccessfully and in vain. They may outwardly appear religious, but inwardly be attached and in bondage to the cares of this world and the deceitfulness of riches, and the lusts of other things…that choke the word of God and they become unfruitful. Apart from the many religious leaders, politicians, and others alike: common and uncommon, here is a good example of a person trying to serve God and Money: 

“Good Master, what good thing shall I do, that I may have eternal life? Jesus said unto him, but if thou wilt enter into life, keep the commandments.

He saith unto Him, which? Jesus said, Thou knowest the commandments, Do not commit adultery, Do not kill, Do not steal, Do not bear false witness, Defraud not, Honor thy father and mother: and thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. 

The young man saith unto him, Master, all these things have I kept from my youth up: what lack I yet?  Then Jesus beholding him loved him, and said unto him, One thing thou lackest: If thou wilt be perfect, go and sell that thou hast, and give to the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven: and come, take up the cross, and follow Me.  But when the young man heard that saying, he was sad at that saying, and went away grieved: for he had great possessions. 

And when Jesus saw that he was very sorrowful, He said unto His disciples, how hardly shall they that have riches enter into the kingdom of God! And the disciples were astonished at His words.

But Jesus answereth again, and saith unto them, Children, how hard is it for them that trust in riches to enter into the kingdom of God!  Verily I say unto you, that a rich man shall hardly enter into the kingdom of heaven. It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle, than for a rich man to enter into the kingdom of God [their trust is in money, not God]. 

And they were astonished out of measure, saying among themselves, who then can be saved?   And Jesus looking upon them saith, with men it is impossible, but not with God: for with God all things are possible.
Then Peter began to say unto him, Lo, we have left all, and have followed Thee. And Jesus answered and said, Verily I say unto you, there is no man that hath left house, or brethren, or sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, or children, or lands, for my sake, and the gospel's; for the kingdom of God's sake, but he shall receive an hundredfold now in this time, houses, and brethren, and sisters, and mothers, and children, and lands, with persecutions; and in the world to come eternal life.”  

But to the religious covetous hypocrites, Jesus had said: ‘Ye are they which justify yourselves before men; but God knoweth your hearts: for that which is highly esteemed among men is abomination in the sight of God.’ He that is greedy of gain troubleth his own house; he that loveth silver shall not be satisfied with silver; nor he that loveth abundance with increase: this is also vanity. Take heed, and beware of covetousness: for a man's life consisteth not in the abundance of the things which he possesseth…that layeth up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God.

If therefore ye have not been faithful in the unrighteous mammon, who will commit to your trust the true riches? For they that will be rich fall into temptation and a snare, and into many foolish and hurtful lusts, which drown men in destruction and perdition. For the love of money is the root of all evil: which while some coveted after, they have erred from the faith, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows. But thou, O man of God, flee these things; and follow after righteousness, godliness, faith, love, patience, meekness. For riches profit not in the day of wrath: but righteousness delivereth from death. And it is only God who is Righteous and Eternal Life! 

Money can tempt and betray, but God never will! All those who have in deception surrendered to Money as their Master, neither their silver nor their gold shall be able to deliver them in the day of the LORD's wrath. Your gold and silver is cankered; and the rust of them shall be a witness against you, and shall eat your flesh as it were fire. Ye have heaped treasure together for the last days. God will bring distress upon men, that they shall walk like blind men because they have sinned against the LORD: and their blood shall be poured out as dust and their flesh as the dung. 

He that maketh haste to be rich shall not be innocent. Money as master demands service through the price of blood [that is also why, the Lord paid the price of redemption through His blood]! A good example is Judas Iscariot, the dual servant: outwardly manifesting as a servant of God, inwardly sold as a servant to money - and a thief for money! 

“One of the twelve, called Judas Iscariot, went unto the chief priests and said unto them, What will ye give me, and I will deliver Him [Jesus] unto you? And they covenanted with him for thirty pieces of silver.  And from that time he sought opportunity to betray Him [Jesus] - Given them a token, saying, whomsoever I shall kiss, that same is He; take Him, and lead Him away safely. Judas then having received a band of men and officers from the chief priests and Pharisees, cometh thither with lanterns and torches and weapons. And as soon as he was come, he goeth straightway to Him [Jesus], and saith, Master, master; and kissed Him. And they laid their hands on Him, and took Him. Jesus saith, Judas, betrayest thou the Son of man with a kiss?”

Judas was guide to them that took Jesus [For he was numbered with the disciples]. Later, in remorse, he brought again the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and elders, saying, ‘I have sinned in that I have betrayed the innocent blood.’ And they said, ‘What is that to us? See thou to that.’ And he cast down the pieces of silver in the temple, and departed, and went and hanged himself. And falling headlong, he burst asunder in the midst, and all his bowels gushed out. And the chief priests took the silver pieces, and said: ‘It is not lawful for to put them into the treasury, because it is the price of blood.’ And bought with them the potter's field, wherefore that field was called: The field of blood.

He that getteth riches, and not by right, shall leave them in the midst of his days and at his end shall be a fool. The face of the LORD is against them that do evil, to cut off the remembrance of them from the earth. Like Judas, either you may choose the broad path and pay the price for your sins, by your own blood [life], or accept the shed blood [life] and sacrifice of God, through Jesus on your behalf, for your sins! For what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul? Or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul? ‘Whosoever therefore shall be ashamed of Me and of My words in this adulterous and sinful generation; of him also shall the Son of Man [Jesus] be ashamed, when He cometh in the glory of His Father with the holy angels; and then He shall reward every man according to his works.’  

Yet there are also those who choose only Money as their Master!

If riches increase, set not your heart upon them. “Money is a good servant but an Evil Master!” Money when made a servant is not necessarily destructive – it has good uses and wrong uses. It is a defense for those in matters of need, but to those who serve and indulge in it, it becomes an offense. Good use: food and clothing for body; property for shelter; give towards the needs of others; give for God’s work; pay taxes etc. Wrong use: Greed; covetousness, bribe; miser; credits; charge interest to poor; extortion; etc. Money as master makes you steal: “Will a man rob God? Yet ye have robbed Me. But ye say, wherein have we robbed Thee? In tithes and offerings! Ye are cursed with a curse: for ye have robbed Me.”

To serve money is morally and spiritually injurious as it origins from the devil who lures mankind away from serving God through the perishable things of this world. The devil inflames the lust for money in the mind of a person, and offers wrong desires and false imaginations to capture the heart of that person. Also endangering their next generation, by smoldering their conscience little by little each day and leads even their soul and spirit into bondage. Eventually, the very attractive “master” becomes a curse, rather than a blessing. The servant may have riches, but is unable to buy with it true love, joy, peace, happiness etc: the very things sacrificed to serve that money-master! 

Money deceives its servants that in exchange, even the spiritual can be purchased – to buy the imperishable with the power of perishable: something never possible. Does money answer all things? Can it redeem your spirit? They that trust in their wealth, and boast themselves in the multitude of their riches; none of them can by any means redeem…nor give to God a ransom for him. For…ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold, from your vain conversation received by tradition from your fathers; but by His own blood He [Jesus] entered in once into the holy place, having obtained eternal redemption for us. How much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself without spot to God, purge your conscience from dead works to serve the living God? 
“There was a certain rich man, which was clothed in purple and fine linen, and fared sumptuously every day. And there was a certain beggar named Lazarus, which was laid at his gate, full of sores, and desiring to be fed with the crumbs which fell from the rich man's table: moreover the dogs came and licked his sores. And it came to pass, that the beggar died, and was carried by the angels into Abraham's bosom: the rich man also died, and was buried; and in hell he lift up his eyes, being in torments, and seeth Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom. And he cried and said, Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus that he may dip the tip of his finger in water, and cool my tongue; for I am tormented in this flame. But Abraham said, Son, remember that thou in thy lifetime receivedst thy good things, and likewise Lazarus evil things: but now he is comforted, and thou art tormented. And beside all this, between us and you there is a great gulf fixed: so that they which would pass from hence to you cannot; neither can they pass to us that would come from thence. Then he said, I pray thee therefore, father, that thou wouldest send him to my father's house: For I have five brethren; that he may testify unto them, lest they also come into this place of torment. Abraham saith unto him, they have Moses and the prophets; let them hear them. And he said, nay, father Abraham: but if one went unto them from the dead, they will repent. And he said unto him, If they hear not Moses and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded, though one rose from the dead.” This is a challenging eye-opener for all, who desire to be healed from spiritual blindness, that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures; and that He was buried, and that He rose again the third day according to the scriptures!

If therefore ye have not been faithful in the unrighteous mammon, who will commit to your trust the true riches? ‘Charge them that are rich in this world, that they be not highminded, nor trust in uncertain riches, but in the living God, who giveth us richly all things to enjoy.’ For he that is faithful in that which is least is faithful also in much: and he that is unjust in the least is unjust also in much. Beware that thou forget not the LORD thy God; lest when thou hast eaten and art full, and hast built goodly houses, and dwelt therein; and when thy herds and thy flocks multiply, and thy silver and thy gold is multiplied, and all that thou hast is multiplied; then thine heart be lifted up, and thou forget the LORD thy God! To the servants of the Money Master, this curse becomes a reality:  “Thy money perish with thee”!     Men perish, Money perishes, except God!
There is that maketh himself rich, yet hath nothing: there is that maketh himself poor, yet hath great riches; ‘for My [God’s] fruit is better than gold, yea, than fine gold; and My revenue than choice silver.’ So, lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, and where thieves break through and steal: But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor steal. 

And also, a man's foes shall be they of his own household. He that loveth father or mother more than Me is not worthy of Me: and he that loveth son or daughter more than Me is not worthy of Me. And he that taketh not his cross, and followeth after Me, is not worthy of Me. For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also. Therefore I say unto you, take no thought for your life, what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink; nor yet for your body, what ye shall put on. Is not the life more than meat, and the body than raiment? For all these things do the nations of the world seek after: and your Father knoweth that ye have need of these things. But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you. Verily I say unto you, except ye be converted, and become as little children, ye shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven.

Yet there are those who choose serving only God!

Thine, O LORD is the greatness, and the power, and the glory, and the victory, and the majesty: for all that is in the heaven and in the earth is Thine. And Thine is the kingdom, O LORD, and Thou art exalted as Head above all. Both riches and honor come of Thee, and Thou reignest over all; and in Thine hand is power and might; and in Thine hand it is to make great, and to give strength unto all. ‘He that walketh in a perfect way, he shall serve Me.’

God is a Spirit, and the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship Him. ‘Ye call me Master and Lord: and ye say well; for so I AM. But neither be ye called masters: for One is your Master, even Christ! I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by Me.’ And if I be a Master, where is My fear, saith the LORD of hosts unto you? Have we not all one Father? Hath not One God created us? ‘If then I be a Father where is Mine honor?’ 

For, thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. This is the first and great commandment. And the second is like unto it, thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. Owe no man any thing, but to love one another. Pure religion and undefiled before God and the Father is this, to visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction, and to keep himself unspotted from the world; and that we should remember the poor. For we brought nothing into this world, and it is certain we can carry nothing out. Having food and raiment let us be therewith content, for godliness with contentment is great gain.

‘Riches and honor are with Me; yea, durable riches and righteousness.’ It is God that giveth thee power to get wealth; and the unsearchable riches of Christ! For every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh down from the Father of lights, with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of turning. The blessing of the LORD, it maketh rich, and He addeth no sorrow with it. Hearken, my beloved brethren, hath not God chosen the poor of this world rich in faith, and heirs of the kingdom which he hath promised to them that love Him? Every man…to whom God hath given riches and wealth, and hath given him power to eat thereof, and to take his portion, and to rejoice in his labor; this is the gift of God.

 Fear not, little flock; for it is your Father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom. Just…seek ye first the Kingdom of God, and His righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you. Continue steadfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers. And consider one another to provoke unto love and to good works: not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, but exhorting one another: as ye see the day approaching [of Christ’s return]. Till then, “Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel [good news] to every creature. He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned.”

SERVE GOD BY GIVING TITHES & OFFERINGS – ‘Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be meat [food] in mine house, and prove Me now herewith, saith the LORD of hosts, if I will not open you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be room enough to receive it. And I will rebuke the devourer for your sakes, and he shall not destroy the fruits of your ground; neither shall your vine cast her fruit before the time in the field, saith the LORD of hosts.’ 

OBEY GOD BY PAYING TAX - Render therefore unto Caesar [Govt.] the things which are Caesar's; and unto God the things that are God's. For he [in authority] is the minister of God to thee for good; but a revenger to execute wrath upon him that doeth evil. Wherefore ye must needs be subject…and pay ye tribute also. Render therefore to all their dues: tribute to whom tribute is due; custom to whom custom; fear to whom fear; honor to whom honor. Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers. For there is no power but of God: the powers that be are ordained of God. Whosoever therefore resisteth the power resisteth the ordinance of God: and they that resist shall receive to themselves damnation. 

Separation from the world: ‘The servant is not greater than his Lord [Master]. Serve the LORD with fear, and rejoice with trembling. Save yourselves from this untoward generation - For when ye were the servants of sin, ye were free from righteousness; being then made free from sin, ye became the servants of righteousness.’ Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord. Have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather reprove them. Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth; denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present world. For you are in the world, but not of the world - Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world. And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of God abideth for ever.

Therefore, also, be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? And what communion hath light with darkness? Serve in newness of spirit, choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of God, than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season. For he that in these things serveth Christ is acceptable to God, and approved of men. For ye are the temple of the living God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. And will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty. Therefore are they before the throne of God, and serve him day and night in His temple: and He that sitteth on the throne shall dwell among them.  And there shall be no more curse: but the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it; and His servants shall serve Him.

Warning: 

Knowing that ye also have a Master in heaven; neither is there respect of persons with Him: Turn back…to God from idols [money etc.] to serve the living and true God, with all humility of mind, who gave Himself for our sins, that He might deliver us from this present evil world, according to the will of God and our Father. Watch ye therefore, and pray always, that ye may be accounted worthy to escape all these things that shall come to pass, and to stand before the Son of Man.

For Jesus said, Behold, I come quickly; and My reward is with Me - For the Lord Himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord. And the Book will be opened, which is the Book of Life: And whosoever [name] was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire [hell]!  

So, take heed to yourselves, lest at any time your hearts be overcharged with surfeiting, and drunkenness, and cares of this life, and so that day come upon you unawares. For as a snare shall it come on all them that dwell on the face of the whole earth. Be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.

Would Jesus say to you: thou art an offence unto Me: for thou savourest not the things that be of God, but those that be of men? ‘For whosoever will save his life shall lose it; but whosoever shall lose his life for My sake and the gospel's, the same shall save it. So…come unto Me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take My yoke upon you, and learn of Me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls. For My yoke is easy, and My burden is light. If any man will come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me. If any man serve Me, let him follow Me; him will My Father honor and where I am, there shall also My servant be.’

 If you choose to save your life from Jesus, you will loose it to the devil. 
And if you loose your life to Jesus, you will save it to His Lordship! 

The Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, of whom the whole family in heaven and earth is named, that He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened with might by His Spirit in the inner man. That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; that ye, being rooted and grounded in love, may be able to comprehend with all saints [saved sinners] what is the breadth, and length, and depth, and height; and to know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye might be filled with all the fullness of God. 

INDEED: No man can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or else he will hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon.

Neither is there salvation [to be saved from the consequences of sin] in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved. “God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world is crucified unto me and I unto the world.”

Conclusion: 

For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God. There is none righteous, no, not one! The Master is come, and calleth for thee: Repent for the Kingdom of God is at hand. Behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation. In stead of God Jesus, if there is money, or anyone, or anything that is your Master, then it is an idol, an unforgiving sin in this world and also in the world above. ‘Whosoever committeth sin is the servant of sin; and he that sinneth against Me [God] wrongeth his own soul: all they that hate Me love death.’ For the soul that sinneth, it shall die…as the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. God has made Jesus to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we [sinners] might be made the righteousness of God in Him - In whom we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of His grace [unmerited gift]. 

If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: not of works, lest any man should boast. 

Therefore…If thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised Him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. That He might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto Himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works.

Jesus said:  Surely I come quickly. Amen! -  Maranatha!

 If God has not been your one and only true MASTER and you would like to be redeemed, then please pray as below:

 

Dear Heavenly Father, You are the only true God and Master. I confess to You that I am a sinner and I have sinned against You and against others. Please forgive me as I repent and receive Jesus into my heart. I believe He died in my place for all of my sins. Please grant me the promise and assurance of Your Holy Spirit, and take control over my life as my Lord [MASTER], God and Savior. Let Your word be a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path. I ask and pray this in Jesus name. Amen!  

 

Following topics also available:

Lust: Rise & Fall on Temptations.

Repent: A Call of Love.

Two Foundations: Rock or Sand?

Redemption: Salvation By Sacrifice.

Sheep: Lost or Found?

Life After Death?

Sin: Illusion or Fact? 
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