3. Jesus Christ The Son of God
Christianity differs from all religions, because it is more than a religion – it is the life of the Son of God made living in man. Christ is Christianity, and Christianity is Christ. He is the Supreme subject of each book of the NT, and fulfills all the promises of God in the OT, from His incarnation to His Second Coming as “Lord of lords and King of kings” (Rev. 17:14). He is the God-Man Christ Jesus in glory, exalted above all creatures, having “all power in heaven and in earth” (Matt. 28:18).
During His earthly ministry, He claimed to be God incarnate (in human flesh). He is all that He claimed to be, or He is less than the least (Rev. 1:8 - I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, who is and was and is to come— the Almighty.). Before His claim can be denied, there are some things that must be accounted for:
His virgin birth
His holy, sinless life
His many miracles
His vicarious death and His bodily resurrection
I. THE DIETY OF JESUS CHRIST. (John 1:1)
“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.”
The deity of Jesus Christ, or His God nature, is well established in the NT. Some of the facts are:
1. He is called God by the Apostle John (above verse).
2. He is called God by the Apostle Thomas (John 20:28 - Thomas replied, “My Lord and my God!”).
3. He is called God by God the Father (Heb.1:8 - But about the Son He says: “Your throne, O God, endures forever and ever). 
4. He claimed to be God in that He was with the Father above creation (John 17:5 - Father, glorify Me in Your presence with the glory I had with You before the world existed.).
5. He claimed to be God in that He was before Abraham. “Abraham rejoiced to see My day… before Abraham was born, I am.” (John 8:51-59). 
6. He received worship, and only God is to be worshiped (Matt. 14:33 - Then those who were in the boat worshiped Him, saying, “Truly You are the Son of God!). Angels refused worship (Rev. 22:8-9 - I, John, am the one who heard and saw these things. And when I heard and saw, I fell down to worship at the feet of the angel who showed me these things. But he said to me, Do not do that. I am a fellow servant of yours and of your brethren the prophets and of those who heed the words of this book. Worship God.). Man refused worship (Acts 10:25-26 - When Peter entered, Cornelius met him, and fell at his feet and worshiped him. But Peter raised him up, saying, Stand up; I too am just a man.).
7. He forgives sin. Only God can (Mark 2:5-11 - And Jesus seeing their faith said to the paralytic, Son, your sins are forgiven. But some of the scribes were sitting there and reasoning in their hearts, Why does this man speak that way? He is blaspheming; who can forgive sins but God alone? Immediately Jesus, aware in His spirit that they were reasoning that way within themselves, said to them, Why are you reasoning about these things in your hearts? Which is easier, to say to the paralytic, ‘Your sins are forgiven’; or to say, ‘Get up, and pick up your pallet and walk’? But so that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins—He said to the paralytic, I say to you, get up, pick up your pallet and go home.).
8. He is Creator and Maker of all things (Col. 1:16 - For in Him all things were created, things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities. All things were created through Him and for Him.). 
9. He is Sustainer of all things (Heb 1:3 - The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation of His nature, upholding all things by His powerful word.). Only God can control the universe.
10. He claimed to have “all power in heaven and earth” (Matt.28:18). Only God has all power.
11. He walked upon the blue waters of Galilee. The winds and the waves obeyed His command. He healed the sick and raised the dead. He gave sight to the blind and hearing to the deaf. He cast out demons and made the lame to walk. He turned water into wine, and led 5,000 men with the lunch of a lad.

II. THE HUMANITY OF JESUS CHRIST. (Romans 1:3-4)
“Concerning His Son, who was born of a descendant of David according to the flesh, who was declared the Son of God with power by the resurrection from the dead, according to the Spirit of holiness, Jesus Christ our Lord.”
The humanity of Jesus Christ is seen in His human parentage (Matt. 2:11 - Coming to the house, they saw the Child with His mother Mary, and they fell down and worshiped Him.).
1. He developed as a normal human being (Luke 2:52 - And Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and man.). He was subject to all the sinless infirmities of the human nature:
a. He hungered (Matt. 4:2 – After fasting forty days and forty nights, He was hungry.).
b. He was thirsty (John 19:28 – Jesus said, “I am thirsty.).
c. He was weary (John 4:6 – Jesus, weary from His journey, sat down by the well.).
d. He wept (John 11:35 – Jesus wept.).
e. He was tempted (Heb 4:15 – We have one who was tempted in every way that we are, yet was without sin.).
Jesus is Man, and yet He is more than man. He is not God and Man, but the God-Man. He is God in human flesh. His two natures are bound together in such a way that the two become one, having a single consciousness and will. 
III. THE VIRGIN BIRTH OF JESUS CHRIST. (Luke 1:26-35)
“Now in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city in Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the descendants of David; and the virgin’s name was Mary. And coming in, he said to her, Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you. But she was very perplexed at this statement, and kept pondering what kind of salutation this was. The angel said to her, Do not be afraid, Mary; for you have found favor with God. And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall name Him Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High; and the Lord God will give Him the throne of His father David; and He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and His kingdom will have no end. Mary said to the angel, How can this be, since I am a virgin? The angel answered and said to her, The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; and for that reason the holy Child shall be called the Son of God.).
The virgin birth of Jesus Christ is without parallel in human history. It was by the virgin birth that God became man, one perfect person but two natures: one nature being that of Almighty God, the other being that of man – man without sin (Heb 4:15 - For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who was tempted in every way that we are, yet was without sin.). The union of the two natures became the God-Man Christ Jesus.
1. The first hint of the virgin birth is found in Gen 3:15 – “I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your seed and her seed. He will crush your head, and you will strike his heel.” The One to defeat Satan was to be born of “the seed of the woman”. This is a biological miracle; there is no “seed of the woman”. From this, we are to understand that One was to be born of a woman without a human father.
2. Isaiah prophesied that a “virgin would conceive, and bear a son and shall call His name Immanuel (God with us) – (Isa. 7:14).
3. Again Isaiah prophesied saying, “Unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given” (Isa. 9:6-7). This means that God gave His only begotten Son who was with Him from eternity, and the Child Jesus was born of a virgin. God gave His Son “unto us”.
4. According to prophecy, He was to be born in Bethlehem (Micah 5:2 - But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are small among the clans of Judah, out of you will come forth for Me One to be ruler over Israel, whose origins are of old, from the days of eternity.). Joseph with Mary went up to Bethlehem to be taxed, and to fulfill prophecy (Luke 2:1-7 - Now in those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus, that a census be taken of all the inhabited earth. This was the first census taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. And everyone was on his way to register for the census, each to his own city. Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the city of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and family of David, in order to register along with Mary, who was engaged to him, and was with child. While they were there, the days were completed for her to give birth. And she gave birth to her firstborn son; and she wrapped Him in cloths, and laid Him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn.).

IV. THE DEATH OF JESUS CHRIST. (Philippians 2:8)
“And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to death— even death on a cross.”
The death of Jesus Christ is mentioned more than 120 times in the NT and is spoken of in many times by the Prophets in the OT.
1. The death of Jesus Christ was vicarious (Matt. 20:28 - Just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life as a ransom for many.). He was God’s substitute for sinners (2 Cor. 5:21 - God made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that in Him we might become the righteousness of God.). On the cross, Christ was made sin for the sinner. By faith in Him, the sinner is made righteous with the righteousness of God.
2. The death of Jesus Christ was natural (John 19:31-37 - Then the Jews, because it was the day of preparation, so that the bodies would not remain on the cross on the Sabbath (for that Sabbath was a high day), asked Pilate that their legs might be broken, and that they might be taken away. So the soldiers came, and broke the legs of the first man and of the other who was crucified with Him; but coming to Jesus, when they saw that He was already dead, they did not break His legs. But one of the soldiers pierced His side with a spear, and immediately blood and water came out. And he who has seen has testified, and his testimony is true; and he knows that he is telling the truth, so that you also may believe. For these things came to pass to fulfill the Scripture, “NOT A BONE OF HIM SHALL BE BROKEN.” And again another Scripture says, “THEY SHALL LOOK ON HIM WHOM THEY PIERCED.”). By a natural death, we mean that His Spirit and Soul were separated from His body.
3. The death of Jesus was unnatural (Romans 6:23 - For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.). By an unnatural death, we mean that since He was sinless, in that “He did not sin (1 Pet. 2:22 - He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in His mouth.) – “Had no sin (1John 3:5) – “knew no sin” (2 Cor.5:21) – before He could die, He had to be “made sin for us”. Therefore, His death was unnatural.
4. The death of Jesus Christ was preternatural (Rev. 13:8 - And all who dwell on the earth will worship the beast— all whose names have not been written from the foundation of the world in the book of life of the Lamb who was slain.). By this, we mean that the death of Jesus Christ was not an afterthought with God: it was the forethought of God.
5. The death of Jesus Christ was supernatural (John 10:17-18 - For this reason the Father loves Me, because I lay down My life so that I may take it again. No one has taken it away from Me, but I lay it down on My own initiative. I have authority to lay it down, and I have authority to take it up again. This commandment I received from My Father.). This He did on the cross, and three days and three nights later, He took life up again when He arose from the dead. Only God in the form of man could die a vicarious, natural, unnatural, preternatural and supernatural death.

V. THE RESURRECTION OF JESUS CHRIST. (Matthew 28:1-20)
“Now after the Sabbath, as it began to dawn toward the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary came to look at the grave. And behold, a severe earthquake had occurred, for an angel of the Lord descended from heaven and came and rolled away the stone and sat upon it. And his appearance was like lightning, and his clothing as white as snow. The guards shook for fear of him and became like dead men. The angel said to the women, Do not be afraid; for I know that you are looking for Jesus who has been crucified. He is not here, for He has risen, just as He said. Come, see the place where He was lying. Go quickly and tell His disciples that He has risen from the dead; and behold, He is going ahead of you into Galilee, there you will see Him; behold, I have told you. And they left the tomb quickly with fear and great joy and ran to report it to His disciples. And behold, Jesus met them and greeted them. And they came up and took hold of His feet and worshiped Him. Then Jesus said to them, Do not be afraid; go and take word to My brethren to leave for Galilee, and there they will see Me. Now while they were on their way, some of the guard came into the city and reported to the chief priests all that had happened. And when they had assembled with the elders and consulted together, they gave a large sum of money to the soldiers, and said, You are to say, His disciples came by night and stole Him away while we were asleep. And if this should come to the governor’s ears, we will win him over and keep you out of trouble. And they took the money and did as they had been instructed; and this story was widely spread among the Jews, and is to this day. But the eleven disciples proceeded to Galilee, to the mountain which Jesus had designated. When they saw Him, they worshiped Him; but some were doubtful. And Jesus came up and spoke to them, saying, All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.). 
Jesus said, “I am the Resurrection and the Life (John 11:25). The resurrection of Jesus Christ was the doctrine of every disciple, the faith of every true believer, the courage of every martyr, the theme of every sermon and the power of every evangelist.
Luke tells us that we have “many infallible proofs” of His resurrection (Acts 1:3 - After His suffering, He presented Himself to them with many convincing proofs that He was alive. He appeared to them over a span of forty days and spoke about the kingdom of God.). Let us look at some of these “infallible proofs” according to eye witnesses:
1. After His resurrection He appeared first to Mary Magdalene (John 20:11-18 - But Mary was standing outside the tomb weeping; and so, as she wept, she stooped and looked into the tomb; and she saw two angels in white sitting, one at the head and one at the feet, where the body of Jesus had been lying. And they said to her, Woman, why are you weeping? She said to them, Because they have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid Him. When she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, and did not know that it was Jesus. Jesus said to her, Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you seeking? Supposing Him to be the gardener, she said to Him, Sir, if you have carried Him away, tell me where you have laid Him, and I will take Him away. Jesus said to her, Mary! She turned and said to Him in Hebrew, Rabboni! (which means, Teacher). Jesus said to her, Stop clinging to Me, for I have not yet ascended to the Father; but go to My brethren and say to them, I ascend to My Father and your Father, and My God and your God. Mary Magdalene came, announcing to the disciples, I have seen the Lord, and that He had said these things to her)
2. He appeared to the women returning from the sepulchre (Matt. 28:5-10 - The angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid; for I know that you are looking for Jesus who has been crucified. “He is not here, for He has risen, just as He said. Come, see the place where He was lying. “Go quickly and tell His disciples that He has risen from the dead; and behold, He is going ahead of you into Galilee, there you will see Him; behold, I have told you.” And they left the tomb quickly with fear and great joy and ran to report it to His disciples. And behold, Jesus met them and greeted them. And they came up and took hold of His feet and worshiped Him. Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and take word to My brethren to leave for Galilee, and there they will see Me.”). 
3. Then He appeared to Peter (Luke 24:34 - The Lord has indeed risen, and He has appeared to Simon!).
4. To the Emmaus disciples (Luke 24:13-31 - And behold, two of them were going that very day to a village named Emmaus, which was about seven miles from Jerusalem. And they were talking with each other about all these things which had taken place. While they were talking and discussing, Jesus Himself approached and began traveling with them. But their eyes were prevented from recognizing Him. And He said to them, “What are these words that you are exchanging with one another as you are walking?” And they stood still, looking sad. One of them, named Cleopas, answered and said to Him, “Are You the only one visiting Jerusalem and unaware of the things which have happened here in these days?” And He said to them, “What things?” And they said to Him, “The things about Jesus the Nazarene, who was a prophet mighty in deed and word in the sight of God and all the people, and how the chief priests and our rulers delivered Him to the sentence of death, and crucified Him. “But we were hoping that it was He who was going to redeem Israel. Indeed, besides all this, it is the third day since these things happened. “But also some women among us amazed us. When they were at the tomb early in the morning, and did not find His body, they came, saying that they had also seen a vision of angels who said that He was alive. “Some of those who were with us went to the tomb and found it just exactly as the women also had said; but Him they did not see.” And He said to them, “O foolish men and slow of heart to believe in all that the prophets have spoken! “Was it not necessary for the Christ to suffer these things and to enter into His glory?” Then beginning with Moses and with all the prophets, He explained to them the things concerning Himself in all the Scriptures. And they approached the village where they were going, and He acted as though He were going farther. But they urged Him, saying, “Stay with us, for it is getting toward evening, and the day is now nearly over.” So He went in to stay with them. When He had reclined at the table with them, He took the bread and blessed it, and breaking it, He began giving it to them. Then their eyes were opened and they recognized Him; and He vanished from their sight.). 
5. To the apostles, Thomas not present (Luke 24:36-43 - While they were telling these things, He Himself stood in their midst and said to them, “Peace be to you.” But they were startled and frightened and thought that they were seeing a spirit. And He said to them, “Why are you troubled, and why do doubts arise in your hearts? “See My hands and My feet, that it is I Myself; touch Me and see, for a spirit does not have flesh and bones as you see that I have.” And when He had said this, He showed them His hands and His feet. While they still could not believe it because of their joy and amazement, He said to them, “Have you anything here to eat?” They gave Him a piece of a broiled fish; and He took it and ate it before them.).
6. Again to the apostles, Thomas present (John 20:24-29 - But Thomas, one of the twelve, called Didymus, was not with them when Jesus came. So the other disciples were saying to him, “We have seen the Lord!” But he said to them, “Unless I see in His hands the imprint of the nails, and put my finger into the place of the nails, and put my hand into His side, I will not believe.” After eight days His disciples were again inside, and Thomas with them. Jesus came, the doors having been shut, and stood in their midst and said, “Peace be with you.” Then He said to Thomas, “Reach here with your finger, and see My hands; and reach here your hand and put it into My side; and do not be unbelieving, but believing.” Thomas answered and said to Him, “My Lord and my God!” Jesus said to him, “Because you have seen Me, have you believed? Blessed are they who did not see, and yet believed.”). 
7. To the seven by the Sea of Tiberias (John 21:1-13 - After these things Jesus manifested Himself again to the disciples at the Sea of Tiberias, and He manifested Himself in this way. 2Simon Peter, and Thomas called Didymus, and Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, and the sons of Zebedee, and two others of His disciples were together. 3Simon Peter said to them, “I am going fishing.” They said to him, “We will also come with you.” They went out and got into the boat; and that night they caught nothing. But when the day was now breaking, Jesus stood on the beach; yet the disciples did not know that it was Jesus. So Jesus said to them, “Children, you do not have any fish, do you?” They answered Him, “No.” And He said to them, “Cast the net on the right-hand side of the boat and you will find a catch.” So they cast, and then they were not able to haul it in because of the great number of fish. Therefore that disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord.” So when Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put his outer garment on (for he was stripped for work), and threw himself into the sea. 8But the other disciples came in the little boat, for they were not far from the land, but about one hundred yards away, dragging the net full of fish. So when they got out on the land, they saw a charcoal fire already laid and fish placed on it, and bread. 10Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish which you have now caught.” 11Simon Peter went up and drew the net to land, full of large fish, a hundred and fifty-three; and although there were so many, the net was not torn. Jesus said to them, “Come and have breakfast.” None of the disciples ventured to question Him, “Who are You?” knowing that it was the Lord. Jesus came and took the bread and gave it to them, and the fish likewise. This is now the third time that Jesus was manifested to the disciples, after He was raised from the dead. So when they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon, son of John, do you love Me more than these?” He said to Him, “Yes, Lord; You know that I love You.” He said to him, “Tend My lambs.” He said to him again a second time, “Simon, son of John, do you love Me?” He said to Him, “Yes, Lord; You know that I love You.” He said to him, “Shepherd My sheep.” He said to him the third time, “Simon, son of John, do you love Me?” Peter was grieved because He said to him the third time, “Do you love Me?” And he said to Him, “Lord, You know all things; You know that I love You.” Jesus said to him, “Tend My sheep. “Truly, truly, I say to you, when you were younger, you used to gird yourself and walk wherever you wished; but when you grow old, you will stretch out your hands and someone else will gird you, and bring you where you do not wish to go.” Now this He said, signifying by what kind of death he would glorify God. And when He had spoken this, He said to him, “Follow Me!” Peter, turning around, saw the disciple whom Jesus loved following them; the one who also had leaned back on His bosom at the supper and said, “Lord, who is the one who betrays You?” So Peter seeing him said to Jesus, “Lord, and what about this man?” Jesus said to him, “If I want him to remain until I come, what is that to you? You follow Me!” Therefore this saying went out among the brethren that that disciple would not die; yet Jesus did not say to him that he would not die, but only, “If I want him to remain until I come, what is that to you?”).
8. To over 500 brethren (1 Cor.15:6 - He appeared to more than five hundred brothers at once, most of whom are still alive, though some have fallen asleep.). 
9. He was seen of James (1 Cor.15:7 - Then He appeared to James, then to all the apostles.).
10. He was seen again by the 11 apostles (Matthew 28:16-20 - But the eleven disciples proceeded to Galilee, to the mountain which Jesus had designated. When they saw Him, they worshiped Him; but some were doubtful. And Jesus came up and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. “Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.); also (Acts 1:3-12 - To these He also presented Himself alive after His suffering, by many convincing proofs, appearing to them over a period of forty days and speaking of the things concerning the kingdom of God. Gathering them together, He commanded them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait for what the Father had promised, “Which,” He said, “you heard of from Me; for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” So when they had come together, they were asking Him, saying, “Lord, is it at this time You are restoring the kingdom to Israel?” He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or epochs which the Father has fixed by His own authority; but you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth.” And after He had said these things, He was lifted up while they were looking on, and a cloud received Him out of their sight. And as they were gazing intently into the sky while He was going, behold, two men in white clothing stood beside them. They also said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into the sky? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in just the same way as you have watched Him go into heaven.” Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a Sabbath day’s journey away.).
11. He was seen by Stephen, the first Martyr (Acts 7:55 - Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, looked intently into heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus standing at the right hand of God.).
12. He was seen of Paul on his way to Damascus (Acts 9:3-6 - As he was traveling, it happened that he was approaching Damascus, and suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him; and he fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me?” And he said, “Who are You, Lord?” And He said, “I am Jesus whom you are persecuting, but get up and enter the city, and it will be told you what you must do.) also (1 Cor.15:8 - And last of all He appeared to me also). 
Many of these eye witnesses died martyrs’ deaths because they preached the resurrection of Jesus Christ. They were glad to die for a living Christ. They had the “infallible proofs.”
When Jesus was arrested in the Garden of Gethsemane, all of His disciples “forsook Him and fled” (Matt.26:56).  From this time until after His resurrection, the disciples lived in fear. They did not believe that He would rise from the dead (John 20:9 - For they still did not understand from the Scripture that Jesus had to rise from the dead.). Had Jesus not come from the dead, the cross would have been the end of Christianity. After the death of Jesus, we see His disciples dejected, discouraged and defeated. The death of Jesus meant but one thing to them: the end. How do we account for the great change that came into their lives 3 days and 3 nights later? The only logical explanation is that they had the “infallible proofs” that He had risen from the dead, and was alive forevermore. They saw Him, talked with Him, touched Him and ate with Him.
Now look at some “infallible proofs” according to circumstantial evidence:
1. The change that came into the lives of the disciples after the resurrection – from fear to unlimited courage. They rejoiced in persecution (Acts 5:40-42 - They took his advice; and after calling the apostles in, they flogged them and ordered them not to speak in the name of Jesus, and then released them. So they went on their way from the presence of the Council, rejoicing that they had been considered worthy to suffer shame for His name. And every day, in the temple and from house to house, they kept right on teaching and preaching Jesus as the Christ.). They chose death, with faith in the resurrected Christ, rather than to deny that faith and be delivered (Hebrews 11:35 - Women received back their dead, raised to life again. Others were tortured and refused their release, so that they might gain a better resurrection.). 
2. The early Church began to worship on the first day of the week, the day of the resurrection. It was not a law – it was spontaneous (Acts 20:7 - On the first day of the week we came together to break bread.). For almost 2,000 years, the church has worshiped on the first day. For the Christian, every Sunday is Easter.
3. The early Christians went everywhere with the word of the resurrection (Acts 8:1-4 - Saul was in hearty agreement with putting him to death. And on that day a great persecution began against the church in Jerusalem, and they were all scattered throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria, except the apostles. Some devout men buried Stephen, and made loud lamentation over him. But Saul began ravaging the church, entering house after house, and dragging off men and women, he would put them in prison. Therefore, those who had been scattered went about preaching the word.). 
4. The empty tomb – for if Jesus is not alive, what happened to His body? The Roman guards were paid to say, “His disciples came by night, and stole Him away while we slept” (Matt.28:12-13). First, the disciples lacked the courage. Had the disciples stolen His body, then how do you account for the fact they all suffered, and most of them died a martyr’s death? In the face of death, one of them would have revealed the hiding place of the “stolen body” to save his own life. Second, no one was ever arrested or tried for stealing the body of Jesus. It is evident that the governing officials did not believe the story of the guards. Third, the guard could have been put to death for sleeping while on watch. Fourth, if they were asleep, how could they have known that it was the disciples who “stole” the body? Fifth, had the enemies of Jesus moved the body, they could have produced it and brought a quick end to Christianity, and they would have!
5. The grave clothes found in the empty tomb are proof of resurrection (John 20:1-10- Now on the first day of the week Mary Magdalene came early to the tomb, while it was still dark, and saw the stone already taken away from the tomb. So she ran and came to Simon Peter and to the other disciple whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have taken away the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid Him.” So Peter and the other disciple went forth, and they were going to the tomb. The two were running together; and the other disciple ran ahead faster than Peter and came to the tomb first; and stooping and looking in, he saw the linen wrappings lying there; but he did not go in. And so Simon Peter also came, following him, and entered the tomb; and he saw the linen wrappings lying there, and the face-cloth which had been on His head, not lying with the linen wrappings, but rolled up in a place by itself. So the other disciple who had first come to the tomb then also entered, and he saw and believed. For as yet they did not understand the Scripture, that He must rise again from the dead. So the disciples went away again to their own homes.). Had friend or foe stolen the body, they would not have removed the grave clothes, since He had been dead 3 days and 3 nights. When John saw the grave clothes and recognized they were folded the same as when they were wrapped about the body, he knew that a miracle had taken place. Jesus came out of the clothes, and they collapsed without disturbing the folds. They were left in the empty tomb as “infallible proof”, and when John saw and understood, he believed that Jesus had come from the dead. 

VI. THE ASCENSION & SECOND COMING OF JESUS CHRIST. (Acts 1:9-11)
“And after He had said these things, He was lifted up while they were looking on, and a cloud received Him out of their sight. And as they were gazing intently into the sky while He was going, behold, two men in white clothing stood beside them. They also said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into the sky? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in just the same way as you have watched Him go into heaven.”
After 40 days of instructing His disciples, the risen Christ ascended up on high, and is seated at the right hand of the Father (Hebrews 10:12). Two men brought the message of His Second Coming to the apostles: “The same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner>” The message of the Second Coming of Jesus is so important, that it is mentioned over 300 times in the NT.
1. He is coming to take His Church to be with Him (1 Thess.4:16-17 - For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive and remain will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we shall always be with the Lord.); also (John 14:1-6 - Do not let your heart be troubled; believe in God, believe also in Me. In My Father’s house are many dwelling places; if it were not so, I would have told you; for I go to prepare a place for you. If I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself, that where I am, there you may be also. And you know the way where I am going. Thomas said to Him, Lord, we do not know where You are going, how do we know the way? Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father but through Me.). 
2. He is coming to judge the nations (Matthew 25:31-46 - But when the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the angels with Him, then He will sit on His glorious throne. “All the nations will be gathered before Him; and He will separate them from one another, as the shepherd separates the sheep from the goats; and He will put the sheep on His right, and the goats on the left. “Then the King will say to those on His right, ‘Come, you who are blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world. ‘For I was hungry, and you gave Me something to eat; I was thirsty, and you gave Me something to drink; I was a stranger, and you invited Me in; naked, and you clothed Me; I was sick, and you visited Me; I was in prison, and you came to Me.’ “Then the righteous will answer Him, ‘Lord, when did we see You hungry, and feed You, or thirsty, and give You something to drink? ‘And when did we see You a stranger, and invite You in, or naked, and clothe You? ‘When did we see You sick, or in prison, and come to You?’ “The King will answer and say to them, ‘Truly I say to you, to the extent that you did it to one of these brothers of Mine, even the least of them, you did it to Me.’ “Then He will also say to those on His left, ‘Depart from Me, accursed ones, into the eternal fire which has been prepared for the devil and his angels; for I was hungry, and you gave Me nothing to eat; I was thirsty, and you gave Me nothing to drink; I was a stranger, and you did not invite Me in; naked, and you did not clothe Me; sick, and in prison, and you did not visit Me.’ “Then they themselves also will answer, ‘Lord, when did we see You hungry, or thirsty, or a stranger, or naked, or sick, or in prison, and did not take care of You?’ “Then He will answer them, ‘Truly I say to you, to the extent that you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to Me.’ “These will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.”). 
3. He is coming to save Israel (Romans 11:25-26 - For I do not want you, brethren, to be uninformed of this mystery—so that you will not be wise in your own estimation—that a partial hardening has happened to Israel until the fullness of the Gentiles has come in; and so all Israel will be saved; just as it is written, “THE DELIVERER WILL COME FROM ZION, HE WILL REMOVE UNGODLINESS FROM JACOB.”).
4. He is coming to sit upon the throne of David (Luke 1:31-33 - And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall name Him Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High; and the Lord God will give Him the throne of His father David; and He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and His kingdom will have no end.); also Isaiah 9:6-7 - For a child will be born to us, a son will be given to us; And the government will rest on His shoulders; And His name will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace. There will be no end to the increase of His government or of peace, On the throne of David and over his kingdom, To establish it and to uphold it with justice and righteousness From then on and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will accomplish this.).
5. He is coming to bring righteous government to this earth (Hebrews 1:8 - But about the Son He says: “Your throne, O God, endures forever and ever, and justice is the scepter of Your kingdom.).
[bookmark: _GoBack]Jesus Christ is coming back to this earth again. “Even so, come, Lord Jesus” (Revelation 22:20).


