SIN: ILLUSION OR FACT?

 

For some, the origin of sin is a divine mystery, while for some it is just an illusion: a religious mirage - Yet majority acknowledges the truth and fact about sin!

 “For the good that I would I do not: but the evil which I would not, that I do. Now if I do that I would not, it is no more I that do it, but sin that dwelleth in me. I find then a law, that, when I would do good, evil is present with me. For I delight in the law of God after the inward man: But I see another law in my members, warring against the law of my mind, and bringing me into captivity to the law of sin which is in my members. O wretched man that I am! Who shall deliver me from the body of this death?” 

Sin: an offense - doing anything that is not right to do! Taking the pleasure to do or to choose what is right in one’s own eyes. It can be understood clearly when associated in relation to God, People and Principles: as an immoral act in the eyes of God; against another person; or against the principles.

If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. For sin is not just ‘a transgression that exists only in the mind in dualistic consciousness’ as some believe; nor just a human behavior ‘regulated by moral standards derived from natural resources’; and neither is it just ‘an act against the moral order [religion], but not viewed as crime against God.’ Sin is a selfish act that leads to transgression, disobedience, rebelliousness, unrighteousness, unbelief, and self-will in body, soul and spirit. It leads to the moral fall of the physical and spiritual through violations; opposition to the law; eventually unto death as its reward: For the wages of sin is death! 

Although mankind often overlooks by making so little of sin, or even has no concern for it, God has all concern for any kind of sin. It is wise to understand and believe that because of the sin committed vertically, against God, it leads to the spreading of it horizontally, against another. One can choose to fool self about the reality of sin in life, or be ignorant; yet no one can be fooled, nor deny the fact that the sting of sin is death! A wise man has said: ‘There is one thing worse than sin– that is denial of sin, which makes forgiveness impossible.’ And yet, another wise man has said: ‘The recognition of sin is the beginning of salvation.’

A person sins willfully or ignorantly. Most people examine sin with light attention towards it, or casually discard it as just a fault, mistake or error, that should not be consequential, nor have any adverse reaction to it, as it is part of human pilgrimage on earth. Also, instead of focusing on God amidst nature, culture, tradition and even science, the focus has been shifting up-side down, leading to a moral fall. Sin is even denied, joked about, laughed at, cherished, boasted about…and many as a fact continue to live in sin with little or no thought of its consequence. As much of a delight one has in sin, that much mastery will it have over that person. Sin is a powerful tool of contagion that on contact it infects and passes-on inherently.

To the extent, from generation to generation, people have been redefining sin; even dividing it into greater and lesser sins, to suit their own hearts. In defense of self and sin, they have also deceitfully invented the concept of illusion, replacing it over fact and reality, so that for a season they may continue to enjoy the fruits of sin, and even promote the same to others to follow in their steps – as it is said: Like causes produce like results! In spite of promoting a false idea or belief, a deceptive impression, the minority still cannot delete or alter the fact of sin, which is known, experienced and proved to be true for all, as the reality of sin cannot be changed, however unplatable.

Even though, the fool hath said in his heart, there is no God; fools die for want of wisdom, for such have not the knowledge of God. The thought of foolishness is sin! Every one needs to have an understanding of the One Creator: God hates sin! The soul that sinneth, it shall die, for the wages of sin is death; and All Sins are an abomination to God, and He hates those who work iniquity. Yet, no matter how evil may be the force of sin and its presence inescapable in this short span of life, by the grace and power of God it can be overcome. Hence it is extremely vital to have the knowledge and understanding of Sin’s source & nature, consequence, and means of eradication.

 

SINS SOURCE & NATURE: Satan and Man.
Satan: Sin is first known to have been conceived by choice and found in the heart and being of Satan, who was originally created as a perfect celestial being by God. For the devil sinneth from the beginning; and the angels which kept not their first estate, but left their own habitation; He hath reserved in everlasting chains under darkness unto the judgment of the great day. The Devil was a murderer from the beginning, and abode not in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the father of it. For Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light, which deceiveth the whole world: he was cast out into the earth, and his angels were cast out with him. Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also be transformed as the ministers of righteousness; whose end shall be according to their works. Satan does use the nature of self, religions and lusts of this world to lead people to sin. He falsely redefines the nature of sin by redefining the nature of God.

About Satan’s nature God has said: “Thou art the anointed cherub [angelic being] …and I have set thee so: thou wast upon the holy mountain of God; thou wast perfect in thy ways from the day that thou wast created, till iniquity was found in thee. Thou hast sinned: therefore I will cast thee as profane out of the mountain of God: and I will destroy thee. Because thine heart is lifted up [pride], and thou hast said, I am a God, I sit in the seat of God, in the midst of the seas; yet thou art…not God, though thou set thine heart as the heart of God. How art thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning! How art thou cut down to the ground, which didst weaken the nations! For thou hast said in thine heart, I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of God: I will sit also upon the mount of the congregation…I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will be like the most High. Yet thou shalt be brought down to hell, to the sides of the pit.

Thine heart was lifted up because of thy beauty; because of thy riches; thou hast corrupted thy wisdom by reason of thy brightness: I will cast thee to the ground. Thou hast defiled thy sanctuaries by the multitude of thine iniquities; therefore will I bring forth a fire from the midst of thee, it shall devour thee, and I will bring thee to ashes upon the earth in the sight of all them that behold thee. All they that know thee among the people shall be astonished at thee: thou shalt be a terror, and never shalt thou be any more.”

Satan, the original source of sin, uses the nature of free-will [also given to all mankind by God], and misuses this power to deceive mankind through the follies of sin. He uses the source of the lust of eyes, the lust of flesh and the pride of life; even saying: “All these things will I give thee, if thou wilt fall down and worship me…for God doth know that your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil… Ye shall not surely die!” The Liar labors to deceive the hearts of men to believe in the five “I will”; spreading his net for all men to fall prey to the sin of spiritual adultery! Satan uses the willful disobedient act of the sinner to accuse him before God; in a force to have mankind condemned, also to be destroyed like himself, eventually.

Man: for as he thinketh in his heart, so is he. When the first mankind sinned, falling prey to the deceptive temptation, it corrupted and infected its whole being; contagiously affecting its seed; to be born in and with sin. By one man's disobedience many were made sinners. “Behold, I was shapen in iniquity; and in sin did my mother conceive me.” For by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned. Therefore, we are not sinners because we sin, but because we are born in sin, we bear the fruit of sin in us. Many are ignorant of this, and all men have not faith – for whatsoever is not of faith is sin! And without faith it is impossible to please God: for he that cometh to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of them that diligently seek Him. And faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God. Behold the soul which is lifted up [proud] is not upright in him: for the just shall live by faith. 
The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: who can know it? A high look, and a proud heart, and the plowing of the wicked, is sin. The LORD searches the heart…and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart…even to give every man according to his ways, and according to the fruit of his doings. For out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, and blasphemies: these are the things which defile a man [heart]. For, every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed. Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death.

Man sins because he is a sinner by nature: part of the nature of sin is also to form a habitual activity that is evil, and to teach that way to others. The sinful nature says one thing, yet lives in another way! The conflict between good and evil in life is a fact that cannot be denied, and so crime is another proof of the existence of sin. Even though sin may be seemed as frailty of the flesh by some, even ignorance, or nature of the beast, selfishness is still the heart or core of sin and its nature. No parent has to teach their child to be bad, or wicked, or evil, but to teach them to do what is good and just and righteous. Lies are not taught, but it is truth that needs to be taught. The nature of sin is such that it has entered through the first parents to all generations throughout, till date. Just as a seed of tomato would not bear a potato or cucumber, all men are born sinners; for sin + sin produces another sinner, and not purity or holiness. 

Sin is a reproach to any people – it corrupts even the whole nation. If men show favoritism towards people, ye commit sin, for God does not show partiality. It is true that people have personal, presumptuous and secret sins [while some men’s sins are open beforehand, going to judgment; and some men they follow after]. Rather than choosing God to be the way, truth and life, they walk according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air [devil], the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience [unsaved sinners]: in the lusts of the flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind…by nature the children of wrath.

 

Nature of Sin affects man in relation to God, people and principles/law:
Relation to God: sin in mankind opposes to reciprocate to God as He says:
I am the LORD thy God [But the fool hath said in his heart, there is no God.]! I change not! Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. There is only One God; thou shalt have none other gods before Me! 

God is Spirit - thou shalt not make thee any graven image, or any likeness of any thing that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the waters beneath the earth. Thou shalt not bow down thyself unto them, nor serve them. Lest ye corrupt yourselves, and make you a graven image, the similitude of any figure, the likeness of male or female, the likeness of any beast that is on the earth, the likeness of any winged fowl that flieth in the air, the likeness of any thing that creepeth on the ground, the likeness of any fish that is in the waters beneath the earth: and lest thou lift up thine eyes unto heaven, and when thou seest the sun, and the moon, and the stars, even all the host of heaven, shouldest be driven to worship them, and serve them, which the LORD thy God hath divided [provided] unto all nations under the whole heaven. 

For I the LORD thy God…visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth generation of them that hate Me, and showing mercy unto thousands of them that love Me and keep My commandments. Thou shalt not take the name of the LORD thy God in vain: for the LORD will not hold him guiltless that taketh His name in vain.  

 

Relation to People: sin in mankind struggles to reciprocate to people as God says:

Honor thy father and thy mother that thy days may be prolonged, and that it may go well with thee. Husbands love your wives; as their own bodies. Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands, as unto the Lord. Children, obey your parents in the Lord: for this is right. Servants, be obedient to them that are your masters. Let every soul, be subject to principalities and powers. Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. Greater love hath no man than this that a man lay down his life for his friends. All things whatsoever ye would that men should do to you, do ye even so to them. Thou shalt not kill. Neither shalt thou commit adultery. Neither shalt thou steal. Neither shalt thou bear false witness against thy neighbor. Neither shalt thou desire thy neighbor's wife; neither shalt thou covet thy neighbor's house, his field…or any thing that is thy neighbor's.

 

Relation to Principles/Law: Sin in mankind leads to disobedience to the principles/law: 

For sin is the transgression of the law. The law is spiritual; without law there is no sin. I had not known sin, but by the law: for I had not known lust, except the law had said, thou shalt not covet. God’s law is truth; all His commandments are truth. Through His precepts I get understanding: His word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path. His word is pure and holy. 

God says: If ye love Me, keep My commandments; that ye may remember, and do all My commandments; thou, and thy son, and thy son’s son, all the days of thy life; and be holy unto your God. If a man keeps My saying, he shall never see death. The law shall not depart out of thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate therein day and night, that thou mayest observe to do according to all that is written therein: for then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt have good success. 

Six days thou shalt labor, and do all thy work: but the seventh day is the Sabbath of the LORD thy God: in it thou shalt not do any work! [And] Will a man rob God? Thou shalt truly tithe all the increase; the tenth shall be holy unto the LORD! Owe no man any thing, but to love one another: for he that loveth another hath fulfilled the law. Render therefore, tribute to whom tribute is due; custom to whom custom; fear to whom fear; honor to whom honor. He that hath My commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that loveth Me: and will manifest Myself to him. If a man love Me, he will keep My words; he that loveth Me not keepeth not My sayings. Blessed is… who walk in the law of the LORD.

 

SINS CONSEQUENCE:

Jesus: I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by Me. For if ye believe not that I am He, ye shall die in your sins! The LORD of hosts hath sworn, saying, surely as I have thought, so shall it come to pass; and as I have purposed, so shall it stand. Whosoever hath sinned against Me, him will I blot out of My book. I will visit their sin upon them; for the wages of sin is death!

Death had no claim on man until man sinned. Now all die, because all are in sin. For the LORD of hosts hath purposed, and who shall disannul it? And His hand is stretched out, and who shall turn it back? As a result of man’s sin, there are three consequential deaths [Death does not annihilate, it only separates]: 
Spiritual death: sin separates man from God spiritually, and is driven from His presence. This leads to loss of knowing and understanding of who God truly is; hence Satan tries to deceive by creating innumerable beliefs so that mankind remains spiritually dead. 

Physical death: sin is the cause that separates the spirit and soul from the body; also known as natural death. It can occur through sickness, accident or any other cause.

Eternal death:  sin separates man from the mercy of God forever. It is eternal separation from God and His love - final death for all unsaved sinners, who is then lost forever. His spirit and soul continues to exist in the fire of hell, but without any hope; and he is damned to all eternity. 

Man, unwilling to accept God’s remedy for his ruin in sin, strives unsuccessfully to bring about his own salvation by human means:

The nature of sin leads man to strive for self-righteousness, contrary to God’s solution for man: to be made the righteousness of God.  For we are all as an unclean thing and all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags; and we all do fade as a leaf; and our iniquities, like the wind, have taken us away.

The nature of sin leads man to strive to reform, contrary to God’s solution for man: to be regenerated. Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy He saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Spirit.

The nature of sin leads man to strive to be justified by the Law, contrary to God’s solution for man: to be justified by faith in Jesus.  By the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified in His sight: for by the law is the knowledge of sin.

The nature of sin leads man to strive to clean up the old man, contrary to God’s solution for man: to be made a new man in Christ.  That ye put on the new man, which after God is created in righteousness and true holiness.

The nature of sin leads man to strive to be saved by good works, contrary to God’s solution for man: salvation by grace of God.  For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: not of works, lest any man should boast. 

MEAN OF SIN’S ERADICATION: 

God says: “Return unto Me, and I will return unto you. I have blotted out, as a thick cloud, thy transgressions, and, as a cloud, thy sins: return unto Me; for I have redeemed thee.” 

The only way for the eradication of sin that leads to spiritual and eternal death, or separation, is to humbly confess your sins to God and forsake them. If we confess our sins, Jesus is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. For God hath made Jesus to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in Him. When we were enemies [of God], we were reconciled to God by the death of His Son, much more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by His life. Therefore, as many as received Jesus, to them gave He power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on His name: which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.

For, when the fullness of the time was come, God sent forth His Son, made of a woman, made under the law, to redeem them that were under the law, that we might receive the adoption of sons. Hence, ye may know that Jesus hath power on earth to forgive sins; so Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many. He had by Himself purged our sins, to make reconciliation for the sins of the people; and washed us from our sins in His own blood. That believing, ye might have life through His name. For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life. For God sent not His Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through Him might be saved. He that believeth on Him is not condemned: but he that believeth not is condemned already, because he hath not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God.

The New Covenant of God is Jesus’ blood shed for many for the remission of sins. He was manifested to take away our sins; and in Him is no sin. So you, that were sometime alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet now hath He reconciled in the body of His flesh through death, to present you holy and unblameable and unreproveable in His sight.

I thank God…there is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit. So then with the mind I myself serve the law of God; but with the flesh the law of sin. For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin and death. If the Spirit of Him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, He that raised up Christ from the dead shall also quicken your mortal bodies by His Spirit that dwelleth in you. For sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye are not under the law, but under grace.

Therefore, it is only right to seek ye the LORD while He may be found; call ye upon Him while He is near. 

Repent for the Kingdom of God is at hand. Behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation. Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts: and let him return unto the LORD, and He will have mercy upon him; He will abundantly pardon. For although, the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. All men die – the good and the bad, the young and the old, and man will continue to die until death is destroyed by the Lord Jesus and is swallowed up in victory. Jesus was manifested, that He might destroy the works of the devil – and grants us a new godly nature. So, if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised Him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation. For whosoever believeth on Him shall not be ashamed. 

We have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous: and He is the propitiation for our sins: and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole world.  Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy house! Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. The promise is unto you, and to your children, and to all that are afar off; even as many as the LORD our God shall call.

Jesus said, ‘Behold, I come quickly; and My reward is with Me.’ For the Lord Himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord. 

 

And the book will be opened, which is the book of life: And whosoever [name] was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire [hell]!
If you believe that sin is a moral sickness that needs to be healed and to be delivered from, then you may by faith pray the following prayer:

 

Dear Heavenly Father, You are the only true God and Savior. I confess to You that I am a sinner and I have sinned against You, against others, and against your principles. Please forgive me as I repent and receive Jesus into my heart. I believe He died in my place for all of my sins. Please grant me the promise and assurance of Your Holy Spirit, and take control over my life as my Lord, God and Savior. Let Your word be a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path. I ask and pray this in Jesus name. Amen!  

 

Following topics also available:

Lust: Rise & Fall on Temptations.

Repent: A Call of Love.

Two Foundations: Rock or Sand?

Redemption: Salvation By Sacrifice.

Sheep: Lost or Found? 

Life After Death? 
Two Masters: God or Mammon?
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