REPENT: A CALL OF LOVE!

 

There was a girl named Tanya, and she was new in school. On the first day, in math class, Mr. Tom introduced himself to his students, and asked the question, "If there is anyone who believes in God, please stand up.”

 Tanya was the only one to stand up. Mr. Tom then asked, "Can you see, hear, taste, smell, or feel your God?" 
Tanya replied, "No." “Then you may sit down,” Mr. Tom said coldly,” For your God does not exist.”
Tanya said, “May I ask you a question, Mr. Tom?  “Yes”, He replied.

 “Can you see, hear, taste, smell, or feel your brain?” “No”, he said. “Then you may sit down, for your brain does not exist.” replied Tanya.
 

In the society of humanism, as in the realm of the religious, “Repent” may seem to be a challenging and a threatening word. Yet it expresses a simple definition: “ to turn back from one’s own wrong doing or sin.” It also directs the notion to bring the required and necessary change, in action, that reflects the right, good and vivid manifestation [fruits] of “turning back” [repentance].

 How uncommon is the use of this word “repent”? Is it pride, selfishness, self-centeredness, or ego that stops one from “turning back” from lying, hating cheating, fighting, killing, etc.? Nothing is hidden, or secret from Him - God is Omniscient [All knowing], Omnipotent [Almighty], and Omnipresent! 

 No wonder, the whole earth seems to be in groans because of the “doings” of mankind – the effects of which can be heard even through the global-warming, wildlife and other environmental, social, political and religious activists and reformers.  

Is there a need to repent, and turn from your idols [wrong doings]? 

Are idols understood only in the context of graven images? Isn’t it true that anything our heart desires more than God is an idol? Do you have an idol[s]? What is your idol? Where your treasure is there your heart will also be – No one can serve 2 masters: God and money, or God and anyone or anything else! What is your treasure, or where is your heart? Is there a need to turn from the idol[s] of the lust of the eyes, or the lust of the flesh, or even the pride of life?

 It is alarming, that instead of treating the “root cause” from where mankind needs to “turn back”, most people are just trying to treat that which is visible. Through the “physical form”, people seem to have become so much accustomed to the material that is visible and temporal, that it seems foreign and perhaps even unbelievable to the majority that there is also a “spiritual form”, which is invisible and eternal. No matter how foolish and unwise it may seem to the evolutionists, atheists, or even the humanists, it is a fact and an undeterred belief of the creationists/religious, that there is a Creator [God], who is the sole authority, and source of and over all creation! 

 While the humans have a cry of “turning back” from its wrong doings to avert its consequences, there is also a cry for our spirits to repent. But can it be heard? God...now commandeth all men every where to repent. Is the “physical cry” louder than the “spiritual cry”? Is there a true and real cry?

 

Repent ye: for the Kingdom of God is at hand [near]... which does not come with observation, but “comes within you ... when you believe the good news of God.” For all have “sinned” [done wrong] and come short [fall] of the glory of God! [Sin = an immoral act considered to be a transgression; unbelief; rebellion against the divine law of God! In simple terms, SIN is anything we do or don’t do that does not please God!] 
 Just one sin in a life-time is enough for any one to be called a ‘sinner’ in the eyes of God. Just one kill is enough, to be called a ‘murderer’; just one act, for an ‘adulterer’; one theft, for a ‘thief’; and one lie, for a ‘liar’. No – there is not one who is righteous, or even one, who is good! Everyone has “sinned” in one way or another...and the call of love has already been sounded graciously: Repent, or perish!

 Just as every action has a reaction, the action of not turning back from sin also has its reaction [consequence]: ‘the wages of sin is death’ meaning: 1. Spiritual Separation – your sin separates you from God. 2. Physical Separation – separation of spirit and soul from the body. 3. Eternal Separation – your sin separates you from the mercy of God forever; into the fire of hell. 

 No matter what “religion” or “ism” one may be following…It’s a fact: “The unrighteous shall not inherit the Kingdom of God”! Just as there is a Physical kingdom with physical beings [not illusions], there is also a Spiritual Kingdom with spiritual beings. Hence it is also logically certain, that the source of good has to come from “good”, and the source of wrong/bad has to come from “wrong/bad.” Either one doesn’t just evolve! Any believer in God would not hesitate to confess and acknowledge the characteristic nature of God such as Him being Love, Truth, Righteous, Just, Pure, Holy, to name a few, while the Evil One is the opposite!

 

Bring forth therefore fruits meet [suitable] for repentance: 

 A man is known by his actions. An evil man lives an evil life; a good man lives a godly life!

The story is told about a father who had 2 sons. He asked the first son to go and work that day in his vineyard. The son answered, he would not: but afterwards he repented, and went. The father said likewise to the second son, who answered, he will go, and went not! Which of them did the will of the father? 

 Repentance and faith in God is the simple act that brings spiritual, physical and eternal restoration, and reconciliation! So, Jesus came to call sinners to repentance. Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out. If we confess our sins, Jesus is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. But if we say that we have not sinned, we make God a liar. 

 But God is Truth; Satan is a liar and the father of it. And he that committeth sin is of the devil; for the devil sinneth from the beginning. For this purpose Jesus was manifested, that He might destroy the works of the devil; and we might turn [repent] from our iniquities. For as by one man’s disobedience many [all humans] were made sinners, so by the obedience of “One” [Jesus] shall many [all humans] be made righteous. 

For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: not of works, lest any man should boast. Just as the wages of sin is death, the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus. For God made Jesus to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in Him! So, believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy house, because Christ died for our sins … and that He was buried, and that He rose again the third day! Jesus said...I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in Me, though he were dead, yet shall he live: And whosoever liveth and believeth in Me shall never die.   Believest thou this? 

 The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance. So, repent and turn to God, and do works meet [suitable] for repentance. 

Therefore every tree which bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire.

 A certain man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard; and he came and sought fruit thereon, and found none. Then said he unto the dresser of his vineyard, Behold, these three years I come seeking fruit on this fig tree, and find none: cut it down; why cumbereth it the ground? And he answering said unto him, Lord, let it alone this year also, till I shall dig about it, and dung it: And if it bear fruit, well: and if not, then after that thou shalt cut it down.

 A good tree bears good fruit, and a bad tree bears bad [or no] fruit! When a seed of tomato is sown, it does not grow into an apple or potato, but it grows only into its own kind. Similarly, sin- nature gives birth only to another sin-nature, not holiness! So, flesh [in sin] gives birth only to another like-flesh [man + woman = child]. But it is only the Holy Spirit of God that gives birth to a new and sinless nature in our spirit, and brings forth its fruit of love, joy, peace, long-suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, and temperance, which is contrary to the nature of flesh in sin!

 This is why it’s vital to repent, for from within, out of the heart of men, proceed evil thoughts...thefts, covetousness, deceit, an evil eye, blasphemy, pride, foolishness... adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness, idolatry, witchcraft, strife, seditions [divisions], heresies, envying, murders, drunkenness, revelings, and such like. They that are in the ‘flesh’ cannot please God, for to be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually minded is life and peace. And as God is Spirit, as many as are led by the Spirit of God [also bear His fruit], they are the sons of God!

 For God sent not His Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through Him might be saved. He that believeth on Him is not condemned: but he that believeth not is condemned already, because he hath not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God; and shall not see life; but the wrath of God abideth on him.

 Conclusion: 

 Except a man be born again [in Spirit], he cannot see the kingdom of God. Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. The promise is unto you, and to your children, and to all that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God shall call. Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold all things are become new.

 Jesus said, ‘Behold, I come quickly; and My reward is with Me.’ For the Lord Himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord. And the book will be opened, which is the book of life: And whosoever [name] was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire [hell]!
 Therefore, except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish!

Neither is there salvation [to be saved from the consequences of sin] in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved.

 The call of the love of God is to “Repent” – If you are able to humbly hear the Spiritual cry, and would like to respond to Him, then you may do so by repeating this simple prayer:

  

 Dear Heavenly Father, You are the only true God and Savior. I confess to You that I am a sinner and I have sinned against You and against others. Please forgive me as I repent and receive Jesus into my heart. I believe He died in my place for all of my sins. Please grant me the promise and assurance of Your Holy Spirit, and take control over my life as my Lord, God and Savior. Let Your word be a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path. I ask and pray this in Jesus name. Amen!  
 

Following topics also available:

Lust: Rise & Fall on Temptations.

Life After Death?

Two Foundations: Rock or Sand?

Two Masters: God or Mammon [Money]?

Sheep: Lost or Found?

 Life After Death?

 Sin: Illusion or Fact? 
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