REDEMPTION: Salvation by Sacrifice.

Human beings consist of a body, spirit and soul. While the spirit and soul is spiritual, created by the Spiritual Creator, the body is physical, that can produce and re-produce after its own kind. 

 Redemption is applicable and necessary to both: Physical and Spiritual! Therefore, without the offering of a sacrifice, physical or spiritual redemption is not possible. For even though the soul and spirit is not matter, a physical sacrifice becomes essential in the form of anything, even a proof, as a symbolic act and expression offered to the Almighty Spiritual Being, for the spiritual redemption -  regardless of a person’s own understanding, belief or religion. 

 Physical Redemption: The following illustration may be a good example for understanding:

This story is about Dogo during the East African Safari Rally Fiesta. It was a beautiful Sunday morning, in spite of the rally mood and excitement; the in-roads were still mostly quiet - because of the ongoing Church services, or people stationed on highways to cheer and view their favorite driver and car, or probably because of the late Saturday nighters.

Dogo, in his late teens, with pleasure had accepted the request of favoring his friend with a ride to his friend’s place. For just a while back, Dogo had been at the airport to receive a relative, whom he had left home unattended. After having seen the rally drivers zoom past him on the highway, Dogo had become obsessed by the mood of the rally fiesta, so on the way to quickly drop his friend off, he too ventured into action by speeding his cousins’ ‘Peugeot 404’, then a much coveted car model. While returning, just a short distance before the turning to his house, he sighted 3-4 kids: without any adult supervision, wanting to exit from the foot-path of the Church building to cross over to the other side of the road. Everything seemed to be happening faster than the speed of the car. Probably thinking that the car was far   enough for them to safely cross over, they stepped on the smooth tarmac, and Dogo quickly stepped off the accelerator to brake the speeding car. Just then, they moved back towards the foot-path. In relief, Dogo put his foot back on the gas pedal. 

Suddenly, except for that 5 year old boy, the others rushed across the road to safety. The lonely boy now seemed to be indecisive and in a state of confusion - to continue to move ahead or to return? For a couple of times he came on the tarmac and returned, and finally when Dogo thought that the boy had made his decision of not crossing, he released the pressure off the brake-pedal and continued driving with relief. Unexpectedly, the boy charged back on the tarmac to cross over. Reacting urgently to this approaching danger, Dogo kept pressing his right foot hard on the brakes, and alarmingly, trying to maneuver the car away from the kid.  

 The deafening screeching sound of the tires could be heard a mile away. Probably adding terror to the tensed mind of this kid, who seemed to have hesitantly slowed down in confusion - whether to go ahead or backwards in effort to avoid a collision? BANG! Just at the stop of the car, the boy’s chest had an impact with the car’s headlight; and he fell a few feet ahead, lying unconscious. 

 Four days later, the boy died in the Intensive Care Unit because of lung- collapse. A piece of broken glass from the headlight had punctured his lung, and the already weak boy’s body could not sustain this harm. Had the boy survived, things would have been different. But his death led Dogo to court, where accompanied with his advocate, he pleaded “not-guilty”. Soon after, unnoticeable to his advocate, the officers got hold of Dogo and locked him with few others in a very small, tight, filthy and stinky cell.

Eventually, after a few hours, Dogo’s father arranged for a bond and was released on bail. Then followed the court hearings and the prosecutor, along with the family members of the deceased boy, accused and demanded for a severe punishment - in comparison to a case where a minister’s son was convicted with 3 years of vigorous imprisonment and fine. 

 The love of the father compelled him to approach the judge with a humble plea, in order to redeem his beloved son. Even though great was the price, the father sacrificially paid the price for his son’s redemption- The price, that Dogo could never be able to pay for his own redemption - except to bear the consequence of the judge’s verdict of imprisonment. Finally, the gracious and loving father having done his part, and paying the required fine, Dogo was acquitted: physically redeemed! 

 But like his physical father, would the Spiritual Father also redeem him spiritually?

Spiritual Redemption: 

Although physically redeemed, till years ahead, Dogo’s soul remained imprisoned to “guilt” over the cause of that 5 year old boy’s death! Secretly, he yearned for his soul’s redemption from “guilt”, as he carried a broken heart and a contrite spirit. None of his religious sacrifices, rituals or beliefs could take or wash away his guilt and sin of breaking the law [of speed] that had led to a death! 

Dogo had many questions like: Who is the True and Ultimate Redeemer: the Spiritual Father? Could his soul be forgiven and redeemed from his guilt forever? Or would he have to carry the guilt lifetime; or even have to pass through the cycle of life and death [re-incarnation] and reap what he had sown? He understood that even by sacrificing his own life, he could not repay for the death and blood of that boy. For although that would mean a physical punishment, yet spiritually he would remain indebted to God. 

Until… he found his true Redeemer – questions answered in the word of God:  “Is my hand shortened at all, that it cannot redeem? Or have I no power to deliver? Behold, at my rebuke I dry up the sea, I make the rivers a wilderness. I love them that love me. But now thus saith the LORD that created thee…and He that formed thee…Fear not: for I have redeemed thee, I have called thee by thy name; thou art Mine…whom God went to redeem for a people to Himself…from the nations and their gods. For with the LORD there is mercy, and with Him is plenteous redemption.  If from thence thou shalt seek the LORD thy God, thou shalt find Him, if thou seek Him with all thy heart and with all thy soul. Ye have sold yourselves for naught; and ye shall be redeemed without money. They that trust in their wealth, and boast themselves in the multitude of their riches; None of them can by any means redeem his brother, nor give to God a ransom for him…neither is it in our power to redeem them. If ye shall ask any thing in my name, I will do it. Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you: For every one that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall be opened.”

 

Who is the True and Ultimate Redeemer [A person who compensates for someone; saves, atones, or make amends for someone’s sin, error or evil.]: the Spiritual Father? 
Thou, O LORD, art our Father, our Redeemer! When the fullness of the time was come, God sent forth His Son, made of a woman, made under the law [religious/spiritual], to redeem them that were under the law [religious/spiritual], that we might receive the adoption of sons. Jesus said: I am the Son of God. I and My Father are One. He that hath seen Me hath seen the Father. If God were your Father, ye would love Me: for I proceeded forth and came from God; neither came I of Myself, but He sent Me… that ye may know, and believe, that the Father is in Me, and I in Him. Ye are from beneath; I am from above: ye are of this world; I am not of this world.  If ye had known Me, ye should have known My Father also. For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life. If any man serve Me, let him follow Me; and where I am, there shall also My servant be: him will My Father honor. And all flesh shall know that I the LORD am thy Savior and thy Redeemer.” 

 

Could his soul be redeemed from his guilt?

God’s word says: I will ransom them from the power of the grave; I will redeem them from death. Ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold, from your vain conversation received by tradition from your fathers; but by His own blood He [Jesus] entered in once into the holy place, having obtained eternal redemption for us. How much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself without spot to God, purge your conscience from dead works to serve the living God?

 And if Christ be not raised... your faith is vain; ye are yet in your sins - For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.  For He hath made Him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in Him. In whom we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of His grace [unmerited gift]. If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. Jesus, the Living Word of God, says: I am the door: by Me if any man enter in, he shall be saved…I am the Good Shepherd: the Good Shepherd giveth His life for the sheep. If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed. I came not to judge the world, but to save the world. 

 

Would he have to carry the guilt lifetime; or even have to carry through the cycle of life and death [re-incarnation] and reap what he had sown?

Look up, and lift up your heads; for your redemption draweth nigh. Ye are sealed unto the day of redemption! For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast. But now once in the end of the world hath He appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself. And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment: So Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many; and unto them that look for Him shall He appear the second time without sin unto salvation. Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new - Being justified freely by His grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus: Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in His blood, to declare His righteousness for the remission of sins that are past, through the forbearance of God.

 God will redeem my soul from the power of the grave… from deceit and violence… from destruction… from the hand of the enemy… from the hand of him that hated them…out of all adversity… for He shall receive me -Who gave Himself for us, that He might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto Himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works. 

 For thou [Jesus] wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by Thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation; and hast made us unto our God kings and priests: and we shall reign on the earth. Therefore the redeemed of the LORD shall return… and everlasting joy shall be upon their head: they shall obtain gladness and joy; and sorrow and mourning shall flee away. Jesus said: I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in Me, though he were dead, yet shall he live: and whosoever liveth and believeth in Me shall never die. Believest thou this?

 

So, what if the Redeemer and His offer of Redemption are rejected?

 For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God. There is none righteous, no, not one: so…walk in wisdom…redeeming the time, because the days are evil. The Lord God is the Judge! It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God. Vengeance belongeth unto Me, I will recompense, saith the Lord. Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved. There is One God, and One mediator between God and men, the Man Christ Jesus; who gave Himself a ransom for all, to be testified in due time. Therefore…shall not the Judge of all the earth do right? He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life: and he that believeth not the Son shall not see life; but the wrath of God abideth on him. The Lord shall judge His people! For we shall all stand before the judgment seat of Christ. It is written: As I live, saith the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

Jesus said: I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by Me.  Behold, I come quickly; and My reward is with Me, to give every man according as his work shall be.

What must anyone do to be redeemed from sins?

Either you pay the price for your physical sins, by your own blood [life], and yet are spiritually unacceptable to God for your spiritual sins, or accept the shed blood [life] and sacrifice of God, through Jesus on your behalf, for your physical and spiritual sins! For…without shedding of blood is no remission [forgiveness]! 

 There is a simple choice: one or the other – there is no middle ground!

We have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous: and He is the propitiation for our sins: and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole world. Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy house! Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. The promise is unto you, and to your children, and to all that are afar off; even as many as the LORD our God shall call.

If thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised Him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.

Whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved - Redeemed!

If you desire to receive forgiveness of your sins and be redeemed in your body, soul and spirit, and be adopted as God’s child by entering into a personal relationship with Him, you may pray as follow:

Dear Heavenly Father, You are the only true God and Redeemer. I confess to You that I am a sinner and that I have sinned against You and against others. Please forgive me as I repent and receive Jesus into my heart. I believe He died in my place for all of my sins. Please grant me the promise and assurance of Your Holy Spirit, and take control over my life as my Lord, God and Savior. Let Your word be a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path. I ask and pray this in Jesus name. Amen!  

 

Following topics also available:

Lust: Rise & Fall on Temptations.

Repent: A Call of Love.

Two Foundations: Rock or Sand?

Two Masters: God or Mammon?

Sheep: Lost or Found?

Life After Death? 

Sin: Illusion or Fact? 
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