Part 1 – INTRODUCTION - A PARADOX - FORGIVE & UNFORGIVEN 

The way and understanding of the world about the meaning of forgiveness, over time has been adulterated, misused, or misconstrued out of ignorance and convenience. It seems that “forgiveness” has been  “unsanctified” by words like casual “sorry”… used more for convenience without true accountability, or responsibility of the required attitudinal change. And the faith community too has failed to live up to the standard and meaning of “forgiveness”, by largely allowing the cultural, worldly way to creep-in to redefine forgiveness.
Forgive: Offended gives to the Offender! Unforgiveness: Offender rejects repentance!    
[bookmark: _Hlk49551556]Forgiveness is received and experienced ONLY by a penitent person: Jesus said: “Father, forgive them” – one thief did not repent to receive forgiveness, while the other repented to receive forgiveness and was promised paradise by Jesus (Lk.23:34 + 39-43)! IF (Conditional) we confess our sins (repent), God is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness (restoration)(1John 1:9)! IF (condition) your brother sins against you, rebuke him; and if he repents, forgive him (Lk.17:3).
The purpose of forgiveness is to remove all of the guilt and cause of alienation, derived by the offense (sin) of the offender. Forgive or Unforgiveness is not primarily a matter of conduct, but a matter of the heart: its disposition and response! Divine to human, or human to human, forgiveness is always contingent upon the condition that must be preceded by repentance. Likewise, the demand in both requires sacrifices: the offended must sacrifice hurt, harm, revenge…in order to forgive; the offender must sacrifice pride, lusts (desires), selfishness…in order to be forgiven (Lk.15:11-24). Otherwise, as man with God, so with man to man, effect of unrepentant sin would lead to broken relation and separation farther and farther away! (Matt.18:15-18)! 
It is important to remember the nature and way of God, same also revealed in Jesus, and His grace and mercy to sacrificially forgive. Whether forgiveness is relevant to spiritual salvation (Acts 2:38-39; 4:12), or in relevance to personal sin against Him that affects, breaks, daily fellowship / communion with God (Isa.59:2; 2Chron.7:14), or for sin / offenses between mankind (Lk.17:1-4). The requisite condition that appropriates forgiveness and restoration is only through repentance in all matters pertaining to life’s vertical and horizontal relationships (Ps.51:7-12; 1Jn.1:9; Lk.17:3)!  
[bookmark: _Hlk49547385]For mankind, every person is to reflect the same nature of God (Mk.12:30-31), from heart to forgive their offender (Matt.6:14-15); even enemies (Lk.23:34; Acts 7:30); whether the offender repents (Lk.17:1-4), or chooses not to repent (Matt.18:15-17). However, as between man and Himself, God requires repentance for forgiveness to be appropriated, so also He requires between mankind, who is to reflect the image and likeness of God. Should the offender refuse or reject to repent, then forgiveness and restoration cannot be appropriated, and their relation / fellowship with one another will remain affected and broken too, as with God (Matt.18:17-18 +John 20:23)! Thus the condition is similar to appropriate forgiveness through repentance: for salvation and for sins in man toward God, so is the requirement same between mankind. 
[bookmark: _Hlk49286676]Forgiveness is one part of a mutual relationship; the other part is the repentance of the offender. God does not forgive without repentance, nor is it required of man, for the purpose of forgiveness is to restore the relationship to its former state which was broken by sin! Such a restoration requires the cooperation of both parties. There must be both: a granting and an acceptance of the forgiveness, and a firm intention of not to repeat the offense. Sincere and deep-felt sorrow for the wrong has to work repentance that insures forgiveness (2 Corinthians 7:10). Therefore, just as it is commanded for the offended person to forgive (Matt.6:14-15), which is also because of his own sake before God, so it is required from the offender for forgiveness to become effective and experiential: to receive it by responding through the act of confession and repentance (Lk.17:3; 1Jn.1:9-10). 
[bookmark: _GoBack]
The paradox of forgiveness and unforgiveness! 
The below explanation is to shed insight into the nature and way of God with mankind, as same in Jesus with mankind, and likewise to be in Man with mankind also: regarding forgiveness which can be appropriated only through repentance! To understand the paradox of forgiveness and unforgiveness, scriptures may be interweaved pertaining to forgiveness through repentance, to reveal the required condition in man, by using the contexts of salvation and sin towards God, that will enlighten to understand God’s pattern, which is also same for and between mankind.




