15. How To Witness Effectively 

One day as Jesus walked by the Sea of Galilee, He saw two men, Simon, called Peter and Andrew, his brother, they were fishermen. “Come, follow Me,” Jesus said, “and I will make you fishers of men.”.” (Matthew 4:19). Soul winners are made not born. Therefore to be an effective witness, you must be taught, trained and motivated by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
Jesus took 3 years to teach and train His disciples in the art of soul winning. After His resurrection He instructed them to stay in Jerusalem and, “wait for the promise of the Father” and when the disciples ask Jesus if the time had come for Him to restore the kingdom of Israel, Jesus answered (Acts 1:4-8 - Gathering them together, He commanded them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait for what the Father had promised, “Which,” He said, “you heard of from Me; for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” So when they had come together, they were asking Him, saying, “Lord, is it at this time You are restoring the kingdom to Israel?” He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or epochs which the Father has fixed by His own authority; but you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth.”). 
On the day of Pentecost, the 120 received power to witness, and any believer who will acquire the know-how can be an effective soul winner. He can know that he and the Holy Spirit are a witnessing team. Peter said (Acts 5:32 - We are witnesses of these things, and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those who obey Him.”). Therefore, when you witness remember that “your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit which is in you” (1Corinthians 6:19-20). 
When you witness trust the Holy Spirit to do 3 things:
1. Illuminate the mind of the unbeliever. All lost souls are in spiritual darkness (2Corinthians 4:3-4 - And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing, in whose case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelieving so that they might not see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.). 
2. Stir the heart of the unbeliever. As Peter preached Christ the listeners, “Were pricked in their hearts” (Acts 2:37 - When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and asked Peter and the other apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?”). 
3. Move the will of the unbeliever. The prodigal returned home when he came to himself and said, “I will arise and go to my father” (Luke 15:8).
You may be up-to-date in all modern techniques of soul Winning, and able to quote the necessary scriptures without a flaw, but if you do not evangelize in the power of the Holy Spirit, your soul winning efforts will be ineffective. Approach this Master Outline with an open heart and receptive mind, willing to be made fishers of men.

I. THE IMPORTANCE OF WITNESSING. (Romans 10:13-17)

[bookmark: _Hlk11150199][bookmark: _Hlk11152199][bookmark: _Hlk11152113]“For “WHOEVER WILL CALL ON THE NAME OF THE LORD WILL BE SAVED.” How then will they call on Him in whom they have not believed? How will they believe in Him whom they have not heard? And how will they hear without a preacher? How will they preach unless they are sent? Just as it is written, “HOW BEAUTIFUL ARE THE FEET OF THOSE WHO BRING GOOD NEWS OF GOOD THINGS!” However, they did not all heed the good news; for Isaiah says, “LORD, WHO HAS BELIEVED OUR REPORT?” So faith comes from hearing, and hearing by the word of Christ.”
Do not lift this text out of context. There are three questions in vs.14 that must be considered along with vs.13 -:
First question, “How then will they call on Him in whom they have not believed?” The answer is the lost cannot call on the Lord to be saved until they believe – (1Corinthians 15:1-4 ):
1. “that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures”
2. “and that He was buried”
3. “and that He was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures.”
Second question, “How then will they call on Him in whom they have not believed?” The answer is, the lost cannot believe in Jesus until they hear the good news of salvation.
1. The eunuch had to hear to believe (Acts 8:26-39)
2. Paul had to hear to believe (Acts 9:1-18).
3. Cornelius had to hear to believe (Acts 10:1-48). 
4. The Philippian jailer had to hear to believe (Acts 16:25-40). 
Third question, “And how will they hear without a preacher (witness)?” The answer is, they cannot hear the good news of salvation without a witness.
1. 3,000 were saved at Pentecost because 120 witnessed.
2. The eunuch was saved because Phillip witnessed.
3. Paul was saved because Stephen witnessed (Acts 7:54-60), and Jesus the God-man witnessed, and Ananias witnessed (Acts 9:1-18).
4. Cornelius and his house were saved because Peter witnessed.
5. The Philippian Jailer and his house were saved because Paul and Silas witnessed.
6. You were saved because someone witnessed to you.
According to the Word of God the lost cannot be saved without a witness. They must have a witness to hear, they must hear to believe, they must believe to call, and they must call to be saved. But they cannot call until they believe and they cannot believe until they hear and they cannot hear without a witness. “Consequently, faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of Christ.” (Romans 10:17). We are not born with saving faith, it comes only when we hear the gospel. Therefore, it is of utmost importance that every born again child of God obey the Great Commission to evangelize, to GO WITH THE GOSPEL. 

II. THE QUALIFICATIONS OF A WITNESS. (Colossians 2:6-7)

“Therefore, as you have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in Him, having been firmly rooted and now being built up in Him and established in your faith, just as you were instructed, and overflowing with gratitude.”
A qualified witness is one who is:
1. Established in the faith. To be established in the faith is to be rooted and grounded in God’s word. Peter said, “Always be prepared to give a defense to everyone who asks you the reason for the hope you possess. But respond with gentleness and respect” (1Peter 3:15).
2. Saved and know it. I know that I am saved because God tells me so in His word and God cannot lie. We have:
a. Witness of the Spirit (Romans 8:16).
b. The witness of the Word (1John 5:13). 
c. The witness of saving faith “The one who believes in the Son of God has the testimony in himself” (1John 5:9-10). 
3. Separated, Paul said that he was “separated unto the gospel of God” (Romans 1:1-16). This is positive:
a. A holy desire to share spiritual gifts (vs.11).
b. A holy purpose to bear fruit (vs.13).
c. A holy obligation to pay a spiritual debt (vs.14).
d. A holy eagerness to share the gospel (vs.15).
e. A holy boldness to exalt the cross (vs.16).
To be separated unto the gospel is to share the good news with the lost.
4. Filled with the Holy Spirit (Ephesians 5:18). We are commanded to be filled with the Holy Spirit. Evidence of the Spirit-filled life as seen in the early Christians:
a. They spoke the Word of God with boldness (Acts 4:31).
b. They witnessed with great power (Acts 4:33).
c. They witnessed with great grace (Acts 4:33).
d. They shared their wealth (Acts 4:34-37).
e. They worshiped in unity (Acts 2:42-47).
f. They suffered persecution (Acts 8:1-4).
g. They gloried in tribulations (Romans 5:3).
h. They sang in prison (Acts 16:25).
i. They loved and prayed for their executioners (Acts 7:54-60).
j. They rejoiced to suffer shame for His name (Acts 5:41).
They were accused of:
1. Filling Jerusalem with the gospel (Acts 5:28).
2. Turning the world upside down (Acts 17:6).
The 120 Spirit filled Christians witnessed on the day of Pentecost and the people were:
1. Confounded, that is, they were mentally arrested (Acts 2:6).
2. Amazed, that is, they were mentally frustrated (Acts 2:7).
3. Marvelling, that is, they stood in mental awe (Acts 2:7).
4. Mocking, that is, some mentally reacted (Acts 2:13).
5. Inquiring, that is, some mentally acted (Acts 2:37).
The gospel proclaimed in the power of the Holy Spirit will motivate the hearer to act or react. On the day of Pentecost 3,000 acted as evidenced by repentance and baptism, while others reacted mocking. No one, but no one, ignored the witness of those Spirit filled believers.

III. THE APPROACH. (John 1:40-42)

“One of the two who heard John speak and followed Him, was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. He found first his own brother Simon and said to him, “We have found the Messiah” (which translated means Christ). He brought him to Jesus. Jesus looked at him and said, “You are Simon the son of John; you shall be called Cephas” (which is translated Peter).
1. The direct approach. This approach can be used when witnessing to:
a. A relative. Andrew used the direct approach to bring his brother Simon Peter to Christ (vs.40-42).
b. A friend. Phillip the apostle used the direct approach to bring Nathaniel to Jesus (vs.45-46).
c. The concerned. Jesus used the direct approach to win Nicodemus (John 3:1-21).
d. The seeker. Paul and Silas used the direct approach to lead the Philippian Jailer to Jesus (Acts 16:19-34).
2. The indirect approach. This approach can be used when witnessing to:
a. A stranger. Jesus used the indirect approach to witness to the Samaritan woman (John 4:7-26).
b. The religious. Phillip the evangelist used this approach to lead the Ethiopian eunuch to Christ (Acts 8:26-39).

IV. THE FOLLOW THROUGH. (Matthew 13:3-8; 18-23)

“And He spoke many things to them in parables, saying, “Behold, the sower went out to sow; and as he sowed, some seeds fell beside the road, and the birds came and ate them up. Others fell on the rocky places, where they did not have much soil; and immediately they sprang up, because they had no depth of soil. But when the sun had risen, they were scorched; and because they had no root, they withered away. Others fell among the thorns, and the thorns came up and choked them out. And others fell on the good soil and yielded a crop, some a hundredfold, some sixty, and some thirty. Hear then the parable of the sower. When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what has been sown in his heart. This is the one on whom seed was sown beside the road. The one on whom seed was sown on the rocky places, this is the man who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy; yet he has no firm root in himself, but is only temporary, and when affliction or persecution arises because of the word, immediately he falls away. And the one on whom seed was sown among the thorns, this is the man who hears the word, and the worry of the world and the deceitfulness of wealth choke the word, and it becomes unfruitful. And the one on whom seed was sown on the good soil, this is the man who hears the word and understands it; who indeed bears fruit and brings forth, some a hundredfold, some sixty, and some thirty.”
The parable of the sower illustrates the importance of the follow through. Only one fourth of the soil was ready for the seed, so only one fourth of the seed brought forth fruit. Jesus explains the parable in (vs.18-23) and we learn:
1. The sower is the witness.
2. The seed is the word of God.
3. The soil is the heart.
We also learn that there are four types of hearts: 
1. The hard heart; this is the wayside soil, fertile but hard.
2. The shallow heart; this is the stony soil, fertile but depthless.
3. The worldly heart; this is the thorny soil, fertile but possessed.
4. The understanding heart; this is good soil, fertile and prepared.
The lesson here is a simple one if we expect the seed, the Word of God to bear fruit, the heart must be made ready. The hard heart must be broken, the shallow heart must be given depth, and the worldly heart must be taught that the things of this world are temporal (Mark 8:36-37 - For what does it profit a man to gain the whole world, and forfeit his soul? 37“For what will a man give in exchange for his soul?). This requires time, work and patience.

V. HOW TO SHARE GOD’S PLAN OF SALVATION. (Acts 4:12)

“Salvation exists in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men by which we must be saved.”
There are 7 simple steps to take in sharing God’s Plan of Salvation:
1. Share your personal experience of salvation. (If you’re using the Master Outlines, share a brief testimony):
2. Share “IT’S A FACT THAT GOD LOVES YOU” – Read John 3:16 and the notes in Outline Study.
3. Share, IT’S A FACT THAT YOU ARE A SINNER” – Read Romans 3:23 and the notes in Outline Study.
4. Share “IT’S A FACT THAT YOU ARE NOW DEAD IN SIN” - Read Romans 6:23 and the notes in Outline Study.
5. Share, “IT’S A FACT THAT CHRIST DIED FOR YOU” - Read Romans 5:6 and the notes in Outline Study.
6. Share, “IT’S A FACT THAT YOU CAN BE SAVED BY FAITH IN THE LORD JESUS CHRIST” - Read Acts 16:31 and the notes in Outline Study.
7. Lead the person to call upon the Lord in prayer if desires to be saved – “For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.”

VI. HOW TO GIVE THE INVITATION. (Revelation 22:17)

“Come!” Let the one who hears say, “Come!” And let the one who is thirsty come, and the one who desires the water of life drink freely.”
(Outlines on “Judgments (6) and Rewards (7) may be good to share.
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VII. HOW TO FOLLOW UP. (Acts 2:41-47) 

“So then, those who had received his word were baptized; and that day there were added about three thousand souls. They were continually devoting themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. Everyone kept feeling a sense of awe; and many wonders and signs were taking place through the apostles. And all those who had believed were together and had all things in common; and they began selling their property and possessions and were sharing them with all, as anyone might have need. Day by day continuing with one mind in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, they were taking their meals together with gladness and sincerity of heart, praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord was adding to their number day by day those who were being saved.”
