Part 4 - A PARADOX - FORGIVE & UNFORGIVEN – 

III. Man and Mankind
	Offended Unforgiver - Jesus Forgiver
When God Himself is able to forgive the offense of the repentant offender, but the offended person fails to forgive, He will divinely intervene and still pardon the offender! Then, the offended unforgiver becomes the offender before God - for the offense of unforgiveness!  The three different illustrations have one common factor – Forgiveness through repentance! (GO and SIN NO MORE)
A Woman Prostitute 	(Lk.7:38-50)
[bookmark: _Hlk49292183]A forgiven Pharisee, yet prejudiced, was ignorantly living in bondage to legalism with an attitude of “holier than thou”! As Host of the banquet, a prostitute comes before Jesus in repentance and washes His feet with her tears and wipes it with her hair. In worship and devotion, she kisses and anoints His feet with expensive perfume, and expresses her full dedication to God! But the self-righteous Pharisees, having failed to understand God’s loving grace, mercy, and forgiveness that is granted to the vilest sinner through repentance, was rebuked by Jesus for failing to extend grace to forgive. After an illustration on forgiveness, Jesus says to the woman, “Your faith has saved you; go in peace.” (forgiveness through repentance)
The Invalid Man   		(John 5:5-14)
[bookmark: _Hlk48999385]According to the Pharisees, it was unlawful to carry a mat on the Sabbath, which the poor man, been invalid for 38 years, was carrying it joyfully just after being healed in the temple by Jesus. The religious legalists, invalid to the grace of God, were offended because their traditional interpretation of the Sabbath law was not kept. Afterward, Jesus found the man at the temple and said to him, “See, you have been made well. Stop sinning, or something worse may happen to you.” (forgiveness through repentance)
The Adulterous Woman	(John 8:5-11)
Similarly, the group of jealous, self-righteous, criminal-minded, and status lovers, plotted to misuse the law of God, to trap Jesus. Sparing the equally guilty man, they (biased) unjustly caught the Woman in adultery, to accuse her and find her guilty to be stoned to death before Jesus. The crafty religious leaders, hypocrites themselves, being guilty of their own sins before God, were instructed by Jesus, “Let him who is without sin among you be the first to cast a stone at her.” Not a person could cast, but had to shamefully leave! Looking at the woman’s repentful heart, Jesus graciously forgives her and says, Now go and sin no more! (forgiveness through repentance)
Offended to Always Forgive
Gods forgiveness is conditional towards the offended person, based on the forgiveness he / she gives for and to the offenses of the offender! Only the forgiven can truly forgive! For if you forgive men their trespasses, your Heavenly Father will also forgive you. But if you do not forgive men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses (Matt.6:14-15). 
To forgive is a choice of the will, while forgiveness is the act of the will’s choice; indicating a gracious pardoning of the offense and the offender. It is not to be supposed, that failure to repent on the part of the offender releases the offended person from all obligation to extend forgiveness. Despite the offender’s failure to repent (Matt.18:15-17), the offended person should have a forgiving state of mind (Matt.6:14-15). God forgave you, so forgive him / her/ them, as Jesus, just like Stephan when he was being stoned to death and prayed, "Lord, do not hold this sin against them." (Acts 7:60).
However, as the offended person is commanded to forgive, even when the offender does not acknowledge and repent, in such case, it’s the offender who fails to experience the grace of forgiveness, and incurs the penalty/ consequence of his/her response (Matt.18:15-18; Jn.20:23). For the outcome of forgiveness is to “restore” what was broken by sin, to its former state of relationship. Such a restoration requires the co-operation of both parties: offended and offender. There must be both, a “granting” and “acceptance” of the forgiveness. A sincere, deep-felt sorrow for the wrongdoing that works repentance (2Corin.7:10) is to be the condition of the offender’s heart that insures the acceptance of forgiveness.
[bookmark: _Hlk49607149]There are times, one also has to let go, without compromising holiness with natural emotions of the flesh, just like the Father, who let his prodigal son go (Lk.15:11-24). Nevertheless, if an offender, despite genuine repentance, in time and again, fails to walk in the way of God, by falling into the ways of temptations: of the lusts of the fallen nature of self, but repents every time, by returning to the offended person for forgiveness, he is to be forgiven (Lk.17:1-4).
For blessed are the merciful, they will be shown mercy (Matt. 5:7). For mercy is not to give someone what they deserve (unforgiveness). While grace is giving someone what they don’t deserve (forgiveness). Just as God has shown mercy upon the offended person by sparing from the punishment of sins, and instead punished His Son, so what do we do when someone offends us and we feel they deserve our reproach? We should do what God has done for us—show mercy. Therefore, also to not repay evil with evil or insult with insult; do not avenge yourselves, but leave room for God's wrath. "Vengeance is Mine; I will repay, says the Lord." (1Pet.3:9; Romans 12:19+14). 
Offender Unforgiven - Rejects Repentance  	Matt.18:15-17
The foundational truth is to be embedded in the soul: Repentance means Forgiven; No Repentance means Not Forgiven! If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault between you and him alone. If he hears you, you have gained your brother. But if he will not hear, take with you one or two more, that by the mouth of two or three witnesses every word may be established. And if he refuses to hear them, tell it to the church. But if he refuses even to hear the church, let him be to you like a heathen and a tax collector (Matt.18:15-17). It would be better for him (offender) to have a millstone hung around his neck and to be thrown into the sea than to cause one of these little ones (offended person) to stumble (Lk.17:2).
Even though the offended person is to keep forgiving the offender before God (Matt.6:14-15), it doesn’t mean that the offended is to be like a door-mat upon whom the offender keeps walking and wiping the sin-dirt feet without changing its ways, behaviors, and attitudes (Matt.18:15-18 + Jer.26:13)! There should be a consecrated forgiveness: setting aside any kind of offense and forgive from heart; but that does not also mean it should lead or encourage the offender to desecrate the forgiveness: by refusing to repent and still expect to be restored to the earlier state of holy-fellowship, when there was no occurrence of (sin) offense. The offended is not to keep adding patches of forgiveness, every now and then, externally on the offender’s offenses, who has inwardly chosen to harbor the old patterns of self and unrepentant attitude. Else, some day, the relation will tear completely. No! Old ways has no part in the new, as they cannot be contained one in the other! The only way true restoration and reconciliation can happen to last is when the offender puts away the old self in repentance, then the offended can cloth the offender with full new cloth of forgiveness! (Matt.9:16-17; Jn.20:23; Ps.125:3).
Directly rebuke your neighbor, so that you will not incur guilt on account of him; nor be a partaker in their sin (Lev.19:17 + 1Tim.5:22b). The offended person is to go farther to seek to bring the offender to repentance. He is to carry his pursuit to the point of making every reasonable effort to win the offender; even to rebuke out of love (Lk.17:3); and only when he has exhausted every effort may he abandon it. The object is to regain the offender, so only when this is evidently unattainable is all effort to cease. “Even though I have given her time to repent of her immorality, she is unwilling” (Revelation 2:21). Thus are the warnings in scriptures as 1Pet.4:17-18; Rom.2:8-9, to be considered in this context too.
Likewise, give to offenders (who sin against you) what God has freely given to you in Christ Jesus: Freely you have received; freely give (Matt.10:8). But that also doesn’t mean, for an example, that if a person is habitual of sinning against you, time and again showing no change (repentance), should be allowed to keep offending you. Though you are to forgive, yet not regarding as an enemy but as a warning, you are then to disassociate with such a person, who walks disorderly. To resist any fellowship / interaction, so that such a person may be ashamed (and until there is true repentance with visible change!). Turn away from them, for they are serving their own personal interests; separate yourself from the filthiness of such offender{s}! (2Thess.3:6 + 14-15; Rom.16:17-18; Ezra 6:21).
Therefore, reject an offender after a first and second admonition, knowing that such a person is corrupt and sinful; and self-condemned (Titus 3:11-12). Moses prayed, “Pardon the iniquity of this people, I pray, according to the greatness of Your mercy”; but God replies, “not one of the men who have seen My glory and the signs I performed…, yet have tested Me and disobeyed Me these ten times; not one will ever see the land I swore to give… none of those who have treated Me with contempt will see it (Numbers 14:19-24). Paul counsels, “When you are gathered in the name of our Lord Jesus and I am with you in spirit, along with the power of the Lord Jesus, hand this man over to Satan for the destruction of the flesh, so that his spirit may be saved on the Day of the Lord” (1Corin.5:4). Remember, little yeast works on the whole lump!

Offender Separated - Repentance Restores
When an offender is rebuked for practicing sinful ways, and continues to reject, refuse, correction (Mat.18:15-17), to live as per what is right in one’s own eyes, then the right disciplinary action is to separate such offender from fellowship / communion, unless or until there is repentance. Such is to be the manner of accountability and discipline, in an individual family, as in the extended community of families as one family!
	Offender Separated (1Corin.5:1-6)	
[bookmark: _Hlk49256671]A proud religious person was living a life of such (sin) sexual immorality, not practiced or tolerated even among pagans, which was also ignored and tolerated by the leaders and the congregation. Paul had to strongly rebuke the offender, the leaders, and the congregation, for not being stricken with grief & removed from the fellowship! Paul pronounces judgment on the offender, by commanding the leaders and the congregation, to hand over the offender to Satan for the destruction of the body, but the spirit may be saved on the day of the Lord’s judgment! For, such boastful tolerances was not good. Is it not known that a little yeast leavens the whole batch of dough? Thus are the warnings in scriptures as 1Pet.4:17-18; Rom.2:8-9).
Offender Repents & Restored (2Corin. 2:5-8+ 7:9-12)
The sin that was lived by the offender had brought grief not only upon self, but upon others too! However, in unison as the punishment was imposed, in time, the offender felt the sorrow that God had intended, and so eventually, that sorrow led unto repentance! Thus the entire community of families were reminded to forgive and comfort the repentant, who should not be overwhelmed by excessive sorrow, and to reaffirm their love; and to joyfully restore full fellowship! Godly sorrow brings repentance that leads to salvation without regret, but worldly sorrow brings death.  
Hence, Jesus commands forgiveness when the offender turns again and says, “I repent” (Lk.17:3).            It was this state of mind which led the father to joyfully welcome the Prodigal (Lk.15:11-24).


Caution for Offended Person
[bookmark: _GoBack]
