Part 3 - A PARADOX - FORGIVE & UNFORGIVEN

II. Jesus and Mankind
Jesus and forgiveness through repentance
God’s forgiving heart has finally been manifested in and through Jesus, same to be witnessed in mankind, to express and reflect the Father God’s heart towards others. Be reconciled to God! God took no delight in animal sacrifices, so He made Jesus who was sinless to become sin on our behalf, so that in Him we might become the righteousness of God. (Heb.10:6; 2Corin.5:21).
God has exalted Jesus to His right hand as Prince and Savior, to grant repentance and forgiveness of sins (Acts 5:31); declaring that in Jesus name repentance and forgiveness of sins will be proclaimed to all nations. I tell you, but unless you repent, you too will all perish (LK. 24:47 + 13:5). The Lord is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish (unforgiven) but everyone to come to repentance (2Pet.3:9). Repent for the forgiveness of your sins; Repent, then, and turn back, so that your sins may be wiped away (forgiven) that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord (Acts 22:38+3:19-20). 
IF we confess our sins (repent), God is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness (1Jn.1:9). Therefore, keep in mind how far you have fallen. Repent and perform the deeds you did at first. But if you do not repent, He will come to you and remove your lampstand from its place (unforgiven) (Rev.2:5+16). Remember, then, what you’ve received and heard. Keep it and repent. If you do not wake up, He will come like a thief, and you will not know the hour when He will come upon you (unforgiven) (Rev.3:3). Those God loves, He rebukes and disciplines; therefore be earnest and repent. Behold, He stands at the door and knocks. If any one hears His voice and opens the door, He will come in and dine with him, and he with Him (forgiven) (Rev.3:19-20)! 
[bookmark: _Hlk48950426][bookmark: _Hlk48833478]Forgiveness and Unforgiveness
To ignore, to reject, to resist, or to disobey is no excuse or covering for sin! Jesus not only forgives sin, but He died to procure forgiveness of sins for all mankind. However what is given, gift of forgiveness, is of no benefit if it’s not responded with gratitude through repentance! It’s like being given a precious gift wrapped in love, though it is for you, but never became yours as it wasn’t opened (received). Similarly, forgiveness is received and experienced ONLY by a penitent person: “Father, forgive them” – one thief did not repent to receive forgiveness, while the other repented to receive forgiveness and was promised paradise by Jesus (Lk.23:34 + 39-43)! Therefore, to reject repentance is to reject forgiveness, which causes to reject reconciliation which brings separation, and broken relation with God! Such is the way of God with mankind, and also His way in mankind between an offended person and offending person!
[bookmark: _Hlk48920068]Hence Jesus image of the Invisible God, in likeness of God, on the cross sets an example for all to follow: “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing” (Lk.23:34.). He fulfilled what He taught: “You’ve heard that it was said, ‘Love your neighbor’ and ‘hate your enemy.’ But I tell you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, that you may be sons of your Father in heaven. (Matt.5:43-45). Jesus who knew that the Father always heard Him, doesn’t say, “Father, ‘I will’ that You forgive them”! This prayer was intercessory, conditional to repentance, otherwise Jesus had no need to ask the Father for the authority He already had to forgive (Matt.9:6; Lk.5:24; 7:49). Just as all authority in heaven and on earth has been given to Him (Matt.28:18); as also regarding His death, Jesus had said: “ I lay down My life in order to take it up again. No one takes it from Me, but I lay it down of My own accord. I have authority to lay it down and authority to take it up again. This charge I have received from My Father. (John 10:17-18). 
First, Jesus prayed after looking at the pagan Roman soldiers who divided up His garments by casting lots; and mocked Him: “If You are the King of the Jews, they said, save Yourself” (Lk.23:34 + 36-37)! Wasn’t this prayer for such ignorant pagan soldiers and temple guards? For people like Simon of Cyrene, Roman Centurion? Secret followers like Nicodemus and Joseph of Arimathea, deserted-Disciples, like people who smote their breasts? Or for lay people, the religious, even Paul, ignorant enemies and murders, whose hearts were convicted and later repented to be forgiven (Acts 2:37; 6:7; 9:5; 14:1…)? And for all mankind,  who were the purpose of Jesus’ crucifixion and ignorant about it? Was the prayer of Adam similar for their murderer son, Cain? Was Jesus also interceding for Father’s forgiveness to be granted to those ignorant who would later repent in the ages to come? 
Second, the co-conspirators, Judas, Pharisees, Experts of law, majority of Sanhedrin, Chief / High priests, Pilate and other accomplices who willfully rejected and crucified Jesus, did know what they were doing! Neither were they innocent, ignorant, or repentant! We see the evidence of Judas hanging himself; most of same unrepentant religious authorities persecuting the disciples after Jesus’ resurrection: soon and over a period of many years (Acts Chps 4; 5; 7; 8;12; 22-24…). Yet, even if Jesus’ words are interpreted in relevance to such kind of guilty, unrepentant sinners, enemies and murderers of Jesus, then it should only make sense, that these who knew what they were doing, would turn to God’s grace and mercy, to receive forgiveness in repentance! Christ's prayer on the cross “Father, forgive them” cannot be appropriated to secure the pardon of His murderers, rebels, just as any sinner on earth cannot attain without repentance! 
		Forgiveness through Repentance!
Saul (Paul) is an excellent example! When Stephan was being stoned to death because he preached the good-news of Jesus; restoration and forgiveness through repentance; Saul was consenting to Stephan’s death, and was guarding the clothes of all the murderers. In zeal through ignorance, Saul too began to persecute the followers of Jesus; imprisoning them and even had them killed. Yet, despite Saul’s deeds out of ignorance and unbelief, Jesus reaches out to him in mercy and gives a gracious opportunity to repent to  be forgiven from all his sins against God, and others. Saul, who saw himself as the worst among all sinners, repented to receive forgiveness and restoration with God! Jesus displayed perfect example of forgiveness for those who would believe (repent) in Him for eternal life (Acts 3:17; 7:58; 8:1-3; 9:1-20; 22:4;1Tim.13-16)!
Likewise, Jesus commands every one: It is impossible that no offenses should come, but woe to him through whom they do come! Watch yourselves. If your brother sins, rebuke him; and if he repents, forgive him. Even if he sins against you seven times in a day, and seven times returns to say, ‘I repent,’ you must forgive him (Lk 17:1-4). Thus does Jesus expect for all who keep falling in the way of God, again and again, when they give in to sin by falling to the temptations of the lust of the eyes, lust of the flesh, and the pride of life (1Jn.2:15-17). He did with Peter, other apostles, and likewise, keeps doing it even to date with who follows Him! But, even He does not compromise God’s holiness for an unsanctified reconciliation (without repentance), for a temporary, unholy restoration. He said, No one sews a patch of unshrunk cloth on an old garment. For the patch will pull away from the garment, and a worse tear will result (Mat.9:16).
Unforgiveness – Failure to Repent
Similar to God’s nature and relationship between Him and mankind, Sin (offense) causes a changed attitude between the offended and the offender: division, separation, alienation, even hostility. Just as sin in a person alienates oneself from God, but also God from the person, likewise, happens between the offended and the offender. Thus, the broken relationship can only be restored as forgiveness is bridged with repentance; that brings reconciliation! Otherwise, as with God, so with man, effect of sin not-repented leads separation farther and farther away!
Repent or perish! Jesus pronounces twelve “Woes” upon the Unrepentant: 
[bookmark: _Hlk49208567]One “Woe” upon the unrepentant people of Korazin and Bethsaida, who continued to reject God’s love, grace, mercy, forgiveness, and the good-news, despite having witnessed all the miracles performed there. Jesus warned them about the Day of Judgment! (Matt.11:21-21) Repent or Perish (Lk.13:3-5)!
Eleven “Woes” upon the unrepentant Teachers / Experts in Law and Pharisees: Their first love was to have chief positions in religion and marketplace (not God then others).They were pseudo-religious leaders who made their disciples inwardly dead just like them. Hypocrites, who forced others to do what they themselves wouldn’t. They required people to strictly follow their minutest traditional laws, added to God’s laws, and omit the more important laws like justice, mercy and faith. Outwardly they appeared godly and beautiful, but inwardly they were full of extortion, greed and dead. They were double-faced: commemorated the prophets whom their fathers had killed! (Lk.11:43,44,46; Matt.23:13-33). Repent or Perish (Lk.13:3-5)!
Sinner Justified (Forgiven) – Self-Righteous Unjustified (Unforgiven):
The paradox of being forgiven requires the condition of repentance! For the LORD does not see as man sees; for man looks at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart! Man’s thoughts and ways are different from the thoughts and ways of God: repentance equals forgiveness (1Sam.16:7; Isa.55:8)!
The Pharisee and Tax Collector (Lk.18:10-14)
“Two men went up to the temple to pray. One was a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. The Pharisee stood by himself and prayed, ‘God, I thank You that I am not like the other men— swindlers, evildoers, adulterers— or even like this tax collector. I fast twice a week and pay tithes of all that I acquire.’ But the tax collector stood at a distance, unwilling even to lift up his eyes to heaven. Instead, he beat his breast and said, ‘God, have mercy on me, a sinner!’ I tell you, this man, rather than the Pharisee, went home justified. For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but the one who humbles himself will be exalted.”

III. Man and Mankind
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