Part 2 - A PARADOX - FORGIVE & UNFORGIVEN  


I. God and Mankind
God Offers Forgiveness Through Repentance
When people have sinned against God, and they pray and turn from their sins (repent) because God has afflicted them, He hears from heaven to forgive the sin of His people. If God’s people humble themselves, and pray and seek His face, and turn from their wicked ways (repent), then He will hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin and heal (2Chron.6:26-27 +7:14). Let the wicked forsake their own way and the unrighteous their own thoughts, and return to the LORD (repent), that He may have compassion… for He will freely pardon (Isa.55:7)! Perhaps when the people hear about all the calamity God plans to bring upon them, they will turn (repent) from their wicked way; then He will forgive their iniquity and their sin? (Jer.36:3)
[bookmark: _Hlk48865622][bookmark: _Hlk48832570]God will hide His eyes from you, even though you multiply your prayers (unrepentant), He will not listen (unforgiveness). Remove your evil deeds from His sight. Stop doing evil (Isa.1:15-16)! Repent and turn from all your transgressions, so that your iniquity will not become your downfall (perish). He takes no pleasure in anyone’s death…so repent and live (forgiven); rather that the wicked should turn (repent) from their ways and live (forgiven)! For why should you die…(unrepentance) (Eze.18:30-32 + 33:11)? - Then I acknowledged my sin to God and did not hide my iniquity. I said, I will confess my transgressions (repent) to the LORD, and You forgave the guilt of my sin (Ps.32:5). For, he who conceals his sins will not prosper, but whoever confesses and renounces (repents) them will find mercy (forgiven) (Prov. 28:13).
If You, O LORD, kept track of iniquities, then who, O Lord, could stand? But with You there is forgiveness, that You may be feared (Psalm 130:3-4). Repentance is fully interweaved with forgiveness! Therefore, God's forgiveness is limited solely by the condition that man must accept it in the proper spirit of gratitude and repentance. Forgiveness is purposed and complete when it is two-sided, maintaining a reciprocal relation. One side is to be the likeness-image of the offended person forgiving, and the other side is the image and likeness of the repentant offender’s grateful acceptance! God’s forgiveness cannot be appropriated without repentance; nor is it to be different of man who is to inwardly reflect the likeness of God, and outwardly express the same image of God (Gen.1:27)! 
God also Scourges Sin He forgives
“You were a forgiving God to them, yet an avenger of their misdeeds” (Ps.99:8)! Adam and Eve though worthy to die, yet sacrificially forgiven, were scourged by God by banishing them from the Garden of Eden, and cursed them, as a consequential and disciplinary reminder for sinning (Gen.2:17 + 3:16-19). Moses and Aaron knew their rebellion was forgiven, yet for the reason of that sin, they weren’t permitted to enter the promised land; and they also died lonely deaths (Numbers 20:12 +24; 27:13-14). David and Bathsheba were forgiven from the sin of adultery (deceit, murder, covetousness…), but were scourged by the death of their illegitimate child; and a curse upon David and his house (2Samuel 12:1-23).
God is Holy, so mortal man should not see His holy love degraded to the understanding of his own mixed immoral and moral nature. God who is all love, sin makes a difference to Him, for He is also all holy. Thus any infliction should be seen, through a renewed spirit and mind, as part of His forgiveness; and to accept the consequence as chastisement out of love that says: When we are judged by the Lord, we are being disciplined so that we will not be condemned with the world (1Corin.11:32). While also: 'whatsoever a man sows that shall he also reap’; whether he has sown tares and poisonous seeds, of which he was / is now ashamed, and for which he has received forgiveness, or whether he has not asked nor received it. God overlooked the ignorance of earlier times, He now commands all men everywhere to repent. (Acts 17:30)
First Forgiveness: First Mankind
Holy and Loving God evidenced His first forgiveness, apparent in scriptures, by granting grace and mercy to forgive first mankind after they sinned against Him. God sacrificed the life of animal kind, an innocent unblemished lamb, to atone on behalf of mankind as a temporary substitute to bear their sin and death. It was symbolic of the future permanent sacrifice of Sinless-Man that would be offered on behalf of the sins of mankind. Until then, this became an ordinance for mankind; first, to remember God’s sacrificial love and atonement for the forgiveness of sin; second, to remember God’s holiness is uncompromising, and His forgiveness is conditional. Therefore such periodic sacrifice-offerings were to be rendered as an evidence of repentance from sin for forgiveness (Heb.10:1-4), that temporarily covered, but not permanently take away the sins. It was to be kept only until Jesus was to come as the Lamb of God to be sacrificed, once for all, to permanently take away the sin of the world (forgiveness); so that they might die to sin and live to righteousness, and be brought back to God (repentance)! (John 1:29; Heb.7:27+ 10:8-12; Pet.2:24+3:18)  
First Forgiver - First Unforgiven
Adam and Eve’s repentance is evident in their younger son, Abel’s obedience to what was taught by them, who also kept the required ordinance of atoning sacrifice for forgiveness (Gen.4:4). But the older son, Cain, not only rejected the required ordinance, he killed his faithful brother Abel. Yet the first forgiven parents, who had experientially understood the meaning of sacrificial forgiveness and repentance, in love, they too became first to forgive sacrificially, their murderer son, Cain; and rejected any kind of personal revenge. However, rather than forsake sin, Cain kept adding to his sin and so his unrepentant heart was cursed by God (Gen.4:5-16). It wasn’t the parents’ cry to God, as they had forgiven, but Abel’s blood from the ground that cried out to God for justice. Rightly, vengeance and judgment belongs to God, so unrepentant Cain was cursed and driven out of household, and presence of God - by God (Gen.4:10-16)!   
Generations of Forgiven and Unforgiven
Interestingly, Adam died at the age of 930, and Noah was 500 years old (Gen.5:5+32) - a descendant from Seth (given to Adam instead of Abel who was killed) - only Noah had found grace in the eyes of God, as he walked with Him, amidst the wicked and evil generations in his time. So God had to reduce the life span to 120 years in mankind (Gen.6:3-9). But no descendant of unrepentant Cain was found righteous and walking with God, like Noah and family, to be saved (6:22), when God destroyed the rest of mankind in the flood of His judgment (Gen.6:6-7+ 7:1-23). Perhaps the cause was the inherited nature of no-repentance and no-forgiveness from Cain into his descendants? Yet after the flood, first thing Noah does is to offer sacrifice in obeying the ordinance of grace for forgiveness in repentance! (Gen.8:20-22) 
After Noah, over time, as people began to multiply, prosper, and scatter on earth, sin and wickedness again began to multiply, forfeiting the sacrificial ordinance of God’s way, grace and mercy for forgiveness through repentance; and created their own ungodly ways, beliefs and religions. They revered their created “gods” to do what was right in their own eyes! Like Noah, through Abraham, God revived a new nation to follow His ways and ordinance, from whose descendants He would incarnate a Savior for mankind! As ungodliness &  wickedness contagiously kept spreading in all nations of earth, as a consequence, God further reduced the average life-span to 80 years (Ps.90:10). Time and again, ungodly leaders turned its generation away from God; so nations still incur consequences of God’s unforgiveness - to date! Therefore, Holy God revealed His final grace and mercy of redemption and salvation for ALL MANKIND – incarnation of His Deity, Jesus the Messiah, as the sacrificial Lamb of God, to bear the sins of mankind, once for all, and grant eternal restoration to all those who repent to be forgiven, but eternal wrath for those who refuse to repent!    
In past generations, God let all nations go their own way; although He overlooked the ignorance of earlier times, He now commands all men everywhere to repent (Acts 14:16 +17:30); not wanting anyone to perish but everyone to come to repentance (forgiveness) (2Pet.3:9). When the condition of repentance is fulfilled the gifted covering of forgiveness restores! God has freely granted such forgiveness, but this gift is also conditional for it to be received (Rom.6:23 +10:9-10; Matt.10:32; Acts 2:38-39; 4:12; 16:31; 1Jn.1:9)!
II. Jesus and Mankind
Jesus and forgiveness through repentance
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