Part 5 - A PARADOX - FORGIVE & UNFORGIVEN – 
	
Caution for Offended Person
God forbid. How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any longer therein? (Romans 6:2). Forgive, and you will be forgiven (Lk 6:37). Each of you should look not only to your own interests, but also to the interests of others. Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus (Philp.2:4-5 + Lk.23:34). For to this you were called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, that you should follow in His footsteps (1Pet.2:21). Therefore, do not judge, and you will not be judged. Do not condemn, and you will not be condemned. Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you; that you may be sons of your Father in heaven. Do not say, "I will repay evil". Wait for the LORD, and He will save you.(Matt.5:44-45;Prov.20:22)
Jesus: "If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; keep My commandments. My Father will love him, and we will come to him and make Our home with him. (Jn.14:15+23). If you continue in My word, you are truly My disciples. Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free. (Jn.8:31-32).
Unforgiveness is an offense which God judges strictly; thus the heavenly Father will treat each one likewise unless the offender is forgiven from the heart – “‘You wicked servant! I forgave all your debt because you begged me. Should you not have had mercy on your fellow servant, just as I had on you?’ In anger his master turned him over to the jailers to be tortured, until he should repay all that he owed. That is how My Heavenly Father will treat each of you, unless you forgive your brother from your heart.” (Matthew 18:32-35)
Caution for Offender
Jesus warns: Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only he who does the will of My Father in heaven (Matt.7:21). Do not conform to the passions of your former ignorance; rid yourselves, of all malice, deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and slander. For you have spent enough time in the past carrying out the same desires as the pagans (1Pet.1:14 + 2:1 + 4:3). Draw near to God, and He will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded (Jam.4:8). Get rid of all moral filth and every expression of evil, and humbly accept the word planted in you, which can save your souls. Be doers of the word, and not hearers only. Otherwise, you are deceiving yourselves (James 1:21-22). Woe to the world because of offenses! For offenses must come, but woe to that man by whom the offense comes! (Matt.18:7). Now the Spirit expressly states that in later times some will abandon the faith to follow deceitful spirits and the teachings of demons (1Tim.4:1). 
Iniquity, Sin, and Transgression is judged by both, God and mankind; and the only remedy or justification from it is by seeking forgiveness, and to receive it only through repentance (Ps.51:1-3; Ex.34:6-7). Offense (Sin) is not a mistake or sickness – it’s an attitude, state of heart! Jesus could acknowledge and take upon Himself the sins (offenses) of others, nailing it to Himself,  as in love, sacrificed His life to death on their behalf, but to repent is the choice and responsibility of every individual. For if they don’t have in mind the things of God, they will have the things of men (Matt.16:23). Jesus warns: If I had not come and spoken to them, they would not be guilty of sin. Now, however, they have no excuse for their sin (John 15:22-24). 
How can we who died to sin live in it any longer? (Rom.6:2). Therefore, leave your gift there before the altar. First go and be reconciled to your brother; then come and offer your gift (Matthew 5:24). Live in harmony with one another. Do not be proud; do not be conceited. (Rom.12:16). Woe to those who are wise in their own eyes and clever in their own sight (Isa.5:21). Do you see a man who is wise in his own eyes? There is more hope for a fool than for him; fear the LORD and turn away from evil (Prov.26:12 + 3:7). Do not be arrogant, but be afraid. Do not think of yourself more highly than you ought, but think of yourself with sober judgment (Rom.11:20b;12:3); judge this rather, that no man put a stumbling block or an occasion to fall in his brother's way (Rom.14:13). 
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	Caution for Un-Repentant!	Repent or perish!
Man is known by his actions--whether his conduct is pure and upright (Prov.20:11). Produce fruit worthy of repentance (Matt.3:8; Lk.3:8). The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked; who can know it (Jer.17:9)? Put off your former way of life, your old self, which is being corrupted by its deceitful desires (Eph.4:22). For the people's heart has grown callous; they hardly hear with their ears, and they have closed their eyes. Otherwise they might see with their eyes, hear with their ears, understand with their hearts, and turn, and I would heal them (Matt.13:15). Every imagination of the thoughts of the heart is continually evil (Gen.6:5). Loving God, without compromising or abandoning His holiness and His righteousness, has graciously, mercifully and sacrificially offered His forgiveness to all sinners!
He has warned in all ages, through His messengers, to all generations, including the present: “There is no one righteous, not even one; for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; and the wages of sin is death. Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned (Rom.3:10+23; 6:23; 5:12). However, loving God, in mercy has offered not to give what the sinner deserves (wrath), so by His grace He can offer what the sinner doesn’t deserve – forgiveness through repentance: the gift of God. Therefore, Jesus was delivered over to death for our trespasses and was raised to life for our justification; to save sinners from wrath (Rom.6:23 + 4:25; 5:9). So now, correct your ways and deeds and obey the voice of the LORD your God, so that He might relent of the disaster that He has pronounced against you (Jer.26:13)! 
Jesus: I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me (Jn.14:6). I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in Me will live, even though he dies. And everyone who lives and believes in Me will never die (Jn.11:25-26). Truly, truly, I tell you, whoever hears My word and believes Him who sent Me has eternal life and will not come under judgment. Indeed, he has crossed over from death to life. Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life. Whoever rejects the Son will not see life. Instead, the wrath of God remains on him. Who ever believes will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be condemned (John 5:24; 3:36; Mk 16:16). Unless you repent, you too will all perish (Lk 13:3). Therefore, If you confess your sins, God is faithful and just to forgive your sins and to cleanse you from all your unrighteousness. (1Jn.1:9).
Therefore, having now a deeper insight and understanding in the nature and way of God, regarding the appropriation of forgiveness, which requisites the condition of repentance, towards God and likewise with mankind: may the worldly, cultural way be refuted, and the true meaningful forgiveness, once again, become the foundation and daily experience in those who are offended and in those who are offenders to enjoy true reconciliation and unbroken fellowship!

