LUST: RISE AND FALL ON TEMPTATIONS!

 

The Pastor said to him, "You need to join the Army of the Lord!" 
My friend replied, "I'm already in the Army of the Lord, Pastor." 
Pastor questioned, "How come I don't see you except at Christmas and Easter?" 
He whispered back, "I'm in the secret service.”

 
Lust is…a temptation, an attraction, with a strong, passionate and obsessive desire for someone or something - when entertained or fantasized upon, it results in its consummation. Lust for power, possession and/or position seems to be very attractive to the self-indulgent, as the nature of lust lures for self gratification. It raises the questions: What must I do to attain it? And, what can others do to help me attain it? For it demands…“I must have it now”! Lust leads to sin – in simple quote: “Sin is anything we do, or don’t do, that does not please God.”

 Facing temptation is not a sin, nor is it wrong, but yielding to it is! When you yield to something, you will soon realize the tremendous control it has over you. Such is the nature of lust, and having yielded even for a moment to it, although you may hate yourself for having yielded, you become enslaved to it. “For, every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed. Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death. But, blessed is the man that endureth temptation: for when he is tried, he shall receive the crown of life.”

There is a vivid distinction between love and lust. Love gives…; it is unselfish, patient and also sacrificial; while Lust takes or grabs…; and it is selfish, impatient and also forcible. The purpose of lust is to enslave a person with someone or something. If you don’t resist the “lust”, you end up joining it; and as an evil master, it would steep to the lowest, leading into moral wickedness. Even compromising with it, makes you pay that what you cannot afford - for as deceptive and disappointing lust is, it only offers a short lived gratification.

The price of fulfilling the “lust” is always immeasurably more than it leads us to believe, and compels to settle for immeasurable less than the expected satisfaction. It passes away very quickly and it creates even more emptiness, only to crave for more, with even more readiness to re-fill it with other lusts. There is a way which seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of death! But blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered. Blessed is the man unto whom the LORD imputeth not iniquity, and in whose spirit there is no guile.

 Lust becomes the living room when anyone enters past any of the 3 doors of temptations [flesh, eyes & pride] - It eventually weakens or destroys that person. If you give in to any of these lusts, you’ll find it to be the most enslaving tyranny in your life. “Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body that ye should obey it in the lusts thereof - Neither give place to the devil. For any thing that our heart desires more than God, becomes an idol of our heart in the eyes of God.

  Are you yielding to the temptations to lust? Let us warn ourselves by understanding these 3 baits always used to lure the souls in the ocean of this world, whose prince is the Devil.  “Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man loves the world, the love of the Father [God] is not in him. For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father [God/Spirit], but is of the world [from Devil]. And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of God abideth for ever.” 

 We learn from the Word of God, that even God Incarnate was tempted in these areas, but He did not sin. Therefore, He is able to help those who face such temptations. Just as He overcame, He is able to help overcome those who take refuge in Him. 

 

Are you struggling or battling with any of this deadly trinity?

 Lust of the Flesh: this is related to any physical indulgence - gluttony, drunkenness, especially sexual gratification. It involves a great deal more than satisfying one’s hunger; or to fulfill one’s physical needs; but it would go to any extent, at any cost, to grab satisfaction as and when thought, or needed. 

 Now the works of the flesh are these: adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness, idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies, envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such like… that they which do such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God.

 Abstain from fleshly lusts, which war against the soul; because the carnal mind is enmity against God. Such so-called ‘self-interest needs’ are always there, and not created, as it is part of the sinful nature from birth. “But the fruit of the Spirit [God] is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance. So, they that live according to the flesh cannot please God.  For they that are after the flesh do mind the things of the flesh; but they that are after the Spirit, the things of the Spirit.” Therefore, it also becomes necessary to be born again in the spirit, so that the Spirit of God in you can empower you to exercise moral authority over the flesh. For, “to be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually minded is life and peace.

 Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air [Devil], the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience: among whom also we all had our conversation in times past in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind; and were by nature the children of wrath, even as others. But God, who is rich in mercy, for His great love wherewith He loved us, even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ (by grace ye are saved); and hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus.

 Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, that ye should obey it in the lusts thereof. The spirit is willing but the flesh is weak. Ye have been called unto liberty; only use not liberty for an occasion to the flesh. Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfill the lust of the flesh. For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit [God], and contrary the one to the other: so that ye cannot do the things that ye would. For whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap – for he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption [death]; but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting. Therefore… we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live after the flesh. For if ye live after the flesh, ye shall die: but if ye through the Spirit do mortify the deeds of the body, ye shall live.”

 
Lust of the Eyes: appearance, position; to look at anything and desire it; to look or be looking for an opportunity to take advantage of a situation for personal gain. Especially, sexual interest [or any kind of pornography] - the “very lust” having enslaved millions of people: religious, common and uncommon, by the exposure of obscenity with an easy excess through the internet, TV,  magazines and through other easy- to- access, public and private, places and ways. For the wicked boasteth of his heart's desire, but I say unto you, that whosoever looketh on a woman [or man] to lust after her [or him] hath committed adultery with her [him] already in his [her] heart - a naked truth contrary to the fallen lustful way of this world!

 Eyes lust for the cares and pleasures of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches. It covets for selfish gain, and offers the world a false promise of happiness and contentment. It entices to grab or rule over the world: of business, of politics, of fame, or ‘whatever the heart desires,’ at all cost. All must be done to get the things of the world, no matter what; and to go after them in the way of the world! The transgressor’s wicked heart beats as if there is no fear of God before his eyes. It should get what it wants; and also believes that it has the right to fulfill its fantasies. And why should it not desire to work to attain it when it should be achieved? Know ye not that the friendship of the world is enmity with God? Whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world is the enemy of God.

Eye is the channel for “lust” to pass in to the body, and the soul becomes the recipient of it. The mind is the battle ground, while the heart [life] becomes the inherent of it – but eventually, the flesh, the soul and the spirit are the benefactors of its consequence. The eye that lusts for the temporal is paid by the price of eternity! Hell and destruction are never full; so the eyes of man are never satisfied. For a man’s life consisteth not in the abundance of the things which he possesseth. For what is a man profited, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul? Or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul? 

 The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: Keep thy heart with all diligence; for out of it are the issues of life. If you make a covenant with your eyes not to lust, victory is already accomplished, for the battle is won even before it starts. But if allowed to penetrate through the eyes, then the next front of battle is in the mind. Still, there is hope if the mind is renewed; but if the mind is weak, or even desires to flirt, it would end up yielding to the lust of the eyes and more possibly of the flesh too, facing total defeat. Eventually, it would lead the flesh and soul into bondage to that “lust”, until rescued or redeemed by someone stronger than you. Even though the Tempter [Satan] is mighty, God is Almighty!

 

Pride of Life: testing God; the quality of having an excessively high opinion of oneself; self important; proud of a particular quality or skill; self-conceited; faith in oneself; self love; self-glorification; self-admiration; self-centeredness. In short, “self” first, and God last [or not at all]. 

 He that is of a proud heart… is a fool! Pride goeth before destruction and a haughty spirit before a fall. Such a person cannot keep or follow the ‘Golden Rule’ of doing to others, the same you would want them to do to you. “Boast not thyself of tomorrow; for thou knowest not what a day may bring forth.”

A story is told about a proud rich man: “The ground of a certain rich man brought forth plentifully: And he thought within himself, saying, What shall I do, because I have no room where to bestow my fruits? And he said, this will I do: I will pull down my barns, and build greater; and there will I bestow all my fruits and my goods. And I will say to my soul, Soul, thou hast much goods laid up for many years; take thine ease, eat, drink, and be merry. 

But God said unto him, thou fool, this night thy soul shall be required of thee: then whose shall those things be, which thou hast provided? So is he that layeth up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God.”

 Pride compels you to use your power to help achieve your lust for you, as it takes you to the pinnacle of imagination, to show how satisfying and content it would be in achieving that lust. It pressures you to attain it by any means.

 Pride directs you to become your own god - maker of your own values, rules and regulations to suit yourself in order to fulfill your own pleasure, power, and lusts. Pride also makes a person foolish, who eventually behaves as if there is no God and only self matters. It thinks and focuses on the worldly and temporal things. In stead of the spirit guiding the soul and flesh, it reverses the order, which eventually leads to death, even eternal! Therefore, you will either receive the spirit of the world, or the Spirit from God; and your eternal destination depends on your choice. For, God resisteth the proud, but giveth grace unto the humble. Therefore, if you ‘draw nigh to God…He will draw nigh to you’. When you humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord…He shall lift you up. For there hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man: but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it.

 A person is always under obligation of making a choice: Ye cannot drink the cup of the Lord, and the cup of devils: ye cannot be partakers of the Lord's Table, and of the table of devils.

 

CONCLUSION:

 You are that One’s slave whom you obey! If you are under habitual bondage or enslaved to any of these 3 lusts, then God demands repentance [turn back] from these deadly sins. Even if it is often allowed to harbor secretly in your heart, for it would eventually anchor its heavy darkness in your whole being. Therefore blowing a loud cry in humble confession to God becomes a necessity, and from the depth of the ocean of your heart, God must hear “I acknowledge my sin unto thee, and mine iniquity have I not hid. I …confess my transgressions unto the LORD; and Thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin.”  For you are the one responsible for whatever controls and dominates you, because of having yielded yourself to whatever it may be. There is no power within the human soul itself that is capable to break through the bondage created by yielding to the lust. No release or escape from it will ever come from any human power, but only through the power of Redemption, that is in Christ Jesus! 

 We learn from God’s Word, that even God Incarnate [Jesus] was tempted in these areas, but He did not sin. And so, He is able to help those who face such temptations. Just as He overcame, He is able to help overcome those who take refuge in Him. For Christ paid our price as He died for our sins; He was buried; and that He rose again the third day. And if you believe, He will also raise you up by His power. He died for all, that they which live should not henceforth live unto themselves, but unto Him which died for them, and rose again.

 We are of this world [below], but He is from the World Above – We have the nature of this world, but He has and gives the nature of the World Above. This world will perish, but the World Above is everlasting. The birth of and from this world will perish, but the birth of and from the World Above does not perish. Verily I say unto you, except ye be converted, and become as little children, ye shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven.

For the soul that lusts - sins; and the soul that sin shall surely die: All face Death [for all have sinned] – but He is Life, even Eternal Life! The wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus. For He [God] hath made Him [Jesus] to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in Him. If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

 Now if any men have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of His - but if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised Him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. For, as many as received Him, to them gave He power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on His name: which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold all things are become new. For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: not of works, lest any man should boast.

 Jesus alone is able to cleanse your soul and give you a new spirit, a new heart and mind, with a new power over your flesh and eyes. He alone is able to forgive and wash all the sins of the lust of the flesh, lust of the eyes, and the pride of life! For we have not a High Priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin. Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need. Denying ungodliness and worldly lusts…live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present world. Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and our Savior Jesus Christ. 

 Are you ready to face God, the Righteous Judge, who is coming soon, any time? 

 Put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make not provision for the flesh, to fulfill the lusts thereof. For the Lord Himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.

 The Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly out of temptations, and to reserve the unjust unto the Day of Judgment to be punished!

 Behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation!

 Therefore, he that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life: and he that believeth not the Son shall not see life; but the wrath of God abideth on him. 
 If you desire deliverance and wish to receive forgiveness of your sinful lusts and be adopted as God’s child by entering into a personal relationship with Him, you may pray the following:

 Dear Heavenly Father, you are the only true God and Deliverer. I confess to you that I am a sinner, and that I have sinned against you and against others. Please forgive me as I repent from my lusts and receive Jesus into my heart. I believe He died in my place for all of my sins. Please grant me the promise and assurance of your Holy Spirit, and take control over my life as my Lord, God and Savior. Let your word be a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path. I ask and pray this in Jesus name. Amen!  

 
 Following topics also available:

Two Masters: God or Mammon [Money]?

Repent: A Call of Love.

Two Foundations: Rock or Sand?

Redemption: Salvation By Sacrifice.

Sheep: Lost or Found?

 Life After Death?

 Sin: Illusion or Fact? 

 To learn more about God and His Word; or if you want further help in decision you have made, or would like to make, please contact:
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